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[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 


I. SOUTH AFRICA. 


In addition to the varied intelligence from our several South 
African stations, which Brother Hallbeck’s letters seldom fail to sup- 
ply, we have, on the present occasion, to communicate a compre- 
hensive survey of the progress and leading features of the Mission 
during the year 1838, for which we are indebted to the same diligent 
pen. ‘The particulars which it brings under review will doubtless be 
read with interest; as will likewise Brother Teutsch’s report of his 
exploratory journey to the Zitzikamma, and his transactions with the 
Fingoes there located, and the civil authorities of the district. A 
short account of the commencement of the Mission at that place will 
be found in Brother Hallbeck’s letter of April 8th. The distress 
occasioned throughout the colony by the failure of the harvest, and 
consequent scarcity of almost every kind of provisions, and which 
has been greatly aggravated by a destructive epidemic prevailing 
among the horses and horned cattle, calls for sympathy and prayers 
in behalf of the sufferers! May the Lord be pleased to stay his 
chastening and; and while the infliction lasts, to sustain the faith 
of his servants, and the congregations to whom they are appointed 
to minister, in temporal as well as in spiritual things. From 
Genadendal, the intelligence is, on the whole, of a very cheering 
complexion; and from Enon, there is a more encouraging report 
than has been made for a long season. 


SURVEY OF THE MISSION IN SOUTH AFRICA DURING THE YEAR 1838. 


Tue year 1838 was, in many respects, a memorable one for this 
extreme point of the old world. It was one of the deepest interest 
for the country at large, as giving birth to events which will have an 
important influence on future years and generations; and scarcely 
less so for the Mission of the Brethren’s Church, which has not only 
gained an outward extent, but, as we may venture to hope, has thade 
a corresponding increase in spiritual fruitfulness. 


An unfortunate rage for emigration had for several years prevailed 
Vor. VII—7. 
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among the colonists of the eastern district of the Cape. New prin- 
ciples of dealing with the native tribes around us, and the altered 
relations with respect to the colored population of the country, 
which had been progressively called forth, produced much excite- 
ment and undisguised dissatisfaction in some parts of the colony. 
The losses sustained in the late Caffre war, which stripped not a few 
of house, and home, and herds, had throwa many families adrift on 
the wide world ; and the glowing description which casual visiters 
had given of the country round Port-Natal, conspiring with their 
natural love of roving, allured them to try their fortune in that re- 
mote region. A system of emigration thus commenced, increased 
so rapidly from year to year, that the population of the colony, in 
some districts, was visibly thinned, and its resources were in danger 
of being rendered unavailable for want of laborers, of which the 
increasing dearness of provisions was an unquestionable indication. 
It is supposed that not less than 5,000 persons thus left their ancient 
abodes. 

Well-informed observers looked forward to the results of this 
emigration with no small anxiety, as it might naturally be antici- 
pated, that the native tribes would not long behold it with indif- 
ference, but would strive, by policy or force, to secure their inde- 
pendence before it should be too late. And so it came to pass. In 
the beginning of the year a considerable number of emigrants were 
surprised and put to a cruel death, along with their wives and child- 
ren. A war ensued, in consequence, between the colonists and the 
Zoolahs, in which the former were gradually overpowered, in spite 
of all their bravery, and reduced to the extremity of distress. 
Government saw itself obliged, towards the end of the year, to send 
troops to take possession of Port-Natal, in order to obviate further 
mischief. Butit is no easy matter to extinguish the flame of discord 
when once kindled, nor can human foresight venture to predict what 
may be the result. 

So much is certain, that these bloody feuds have closed that be- 
nighted region for the present against the light of the Gospel. The 
English and American Missionaries, who had settled amongst the 
barbarous Zoolahs, previous to the breaking out of hostilities, were 
obliged to fly for their lives, thankful to escape from a death of tor. 
ture, with the sacrifice of all their property: nor is there a prospect 
of their being able, very soon, to resume their posts. 

Scarcely had the mourning ceased, which these reverses spread 
throughout the colony, in which there were few of the old Dutch 
families that did not number some relative among the fallen, when 
another event, still more memorable, produced a universal excite- 
ment of a different kind, viz. the admission to entire freedom of 
from 35,000 to 36,000 slaves—on the Ist of December, the day on 
which their four years’ apprenticeship expired. There were some, 
it is true, who were disposed to regret the old order of things, be- 
lieving that their personal interests would suffer from the change ; 
but, in general, the respectable portion of the white population sym- 
pathized most cordially in the feeling of jey and gratitude, which 
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pervaded the hearts of their emancipated brethren; and this joy 
was yet further heightened by the general good conduct of the 
latter. 

The preparation even for this great step had a most important 
influence on the colony. Upwards of a million pounds sterling, an 
immense sum for so small a population, had flowed into the country 
as emancipation-money within a couple of years. One effect of this 
was, a material rise in the value of landed property, agricultural 
produce, and the necessaries of life, some articles fetching more 
than double their former price. But, on the other hand, a corres. 
ponding impulse was given to trade, so that industry became pretty 
sure of a fair remuneration ; and it is cheering to be able now to 
add, that the awakened spirit of enterprise is not confined to com- 
mercial undertakings, such as a steam navigation between Table 
Bay and Port Elizabeth, but has given birth to various institutions 
for education and Christian instruction, for the benefit, especially, of 
the lower classes. In this colony, too, as well as in others, the 
emancipated slaves evince an increasing desire fur the knowledge of 
the truth, which has operated as advantageously for the spiritual 
improvement of our mission-settlements as the new activity of the 
colony has done for their outward prosperity. 

Still greater, we have good reason to hope, will be the benefits 
developed in future ages from this holy triumph of justice and hu. 
manity. When the thousands of our population, who hitherto were 
a dead weight, an unnatural excresence on the body corporate, have 
become an integral part of it, and, animated by the same spirit, and 
co-operating for the same ends, shall increase its energies instead of 
clogging them, the capabilitics of the country will unfold themselves 
in a manner of which we have yet had no experience, and scarcely 
even an idea ; and generations to come will have cause to hold the 
year of emancipation in blessed memory, and celebrate the Ist of 
December as a day of jubilee. 

While war and bloodshed desolated the neighborhood of Port 
Natal, and the eastern parts of the Tambookie country were plun- 
dered by marauding bands, the inhabitants of the colony enjoyed the 
blessings of uninterrupted peace. The new Governor, General Sir 
G. T. Napier, repaired, soon after his arrival in January, to the 
eastern border, where he spent upwards of half a year, in order to 
make himself fully acquainted with the state of things on that 
frontier. His presence and exertions were successful in cementing 
our friendly relations with the native tribes, and laying the founda. 
tion for commercial intercourse with them. 

By the mercy of God, the land has been preserved from the deso. 
lating storms and floods with which it has at times been visited. 
Some districts of the interior have, indeed, languished under long 
droughts, which is more or less the case almost every year; but, on 
the whole, the weather has been propitious, and the harvest of 
December, 1837, proved, gencrally speaking, a good one. And, 
though the late harvest has suffered in some parts from drought and 
mildew, and in others from too great humidity, so that provisions of 
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all sorts have risen in price, we can place our trust in the Lord, and 
believe that He will not suffer us to want. 

With regard to the Missionary work committed to our Church, the 
past year has been by no means an unimportant one. A request 
was made to us by the Governor, that we would commence a settle- 
ment on the Zitzikamma, where a considerable number of Fingoes, 
after their expulsion from Caffraria, found a place of refuge ; and, 
as we could not but regard this unexpected offer as a providential 
opening, we durst not decline it. A preparatory visit to the Zitzi- 
kamma was, accordingly, undertaken by the Brethren Teutsch and 
Halter, in the months of August, September, and October, and the 
Fingoes appeared very desirous to have teachers settled amongst 
them. In November, the necessary arrangements with Government 
were satisfactorily concluded, and Brother and Sister Halter, and 
Brother Kister, were called to begin this new Mission. At the close 
of the year, they were busy in preparing for it, and Brother and 
Sister Hoffman were about to move to Enon to supply the vacancy 
occasioned in the service of that congregation. 

We were also invited by some friends to the Mission, to extend 
our labors in other directions: this, however, we were obliged to 
decline, owing to the increasing numbers who required our care, and 
provided us with full occupation at home. Enon and Hemel-en. 
Arde were the only congregations which did not receive a con. 
siderable influx, the drought at the former station having somewhat 
diminished the number of inhabitants, and an increase in the latter 
not being desirable. 

In all our settlements, divine worship could be regularly perform- 
ed, and our school operations carried on without interruption. The 
Lord graciously owned our defective labors, and laid a special bless. 
ing on the public preaching of his Word, the administration of the 
sacraments, and the celebration of the various festivals of the 
Church. 

At Genadendal, the mother congregation, the year was marked by 
several interesting events. By request of our members residing at 
Kopjes Kasteel, we began to preach and hold meetings there at stated 
times. At the rt “of the year, the church was far too small to 
contain the throng of eager hearers, who flocked thither after the 
Act of Emancipation; and, for the first time since the commence- 
ment of the Mission, we were obliged to hold a separate service at 
the same time in the spacious school-room; nor was even this ac- 
commodation sufficient, as many had to stand without. 

The seed of the Divine Word, sown by these means of grace, as 
also by the catechisations of the children, and the individual speak. 
ing with the several divisions of the congregations, did not remain 
fruitless. All it is true, did not fall on good ground, and some painful 
instances of transgression occurred amongst the young people. On 
one occasion, we were obliged to exclude 16 persons at once from 
our fellowship for intoxication. But, in general, the course of the 
congregation was pleasing, and the prevailing spirit of simplicity 
and diligence in seeking the one thing needful, awakened a cheering 
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hope for the future. Nor was the melancholy occurrence alluded to 
without a beneficial result, in consequence of the disciplinary mea- 
sures to which it gave rise. And while the offenders were brought 
to penitential sorrow for their sin, a salutary horror of drunkenness 
was excited throughout our whole flock. 

We had many humbling and encouraging proofs that our labors 
were not in vain in the Lord, especially in our visits to the sick and 
suffering, who often edified us by their simple faith and trust in God. 
The quarterly prayer-days, and the previous individual speakings, 
were sources of much blessing to both ourselves and our people. 
On these occasions, 38 persons were admitted candidates for baptism 
this year, 30 adults and 62 children baptized, 39 received into the 
congregation, 41 admitted to the Lord’s Supper, and 43 as candidates 
for this highest good. 

The schools continued to claim our particular attention, the more 
so as the number of scholars kept increasing. In July, the Sunday 
schools, which, from various causes, no longer answered their in- 
tended purpose, were exchanged for an evening school for adults, 
which is held twice a-week, and excites general interest. On one of 
the evenings, the pupils read Dutch and English, write, and cipher ; 
and, on the other, portions of history, geography, and natural his- 
tory, are communicated to them in a popular form. Connected with 
this school is a small library of suitable books in Dutch, chiefly fur- 
nished by some friends at Zeist, which are read with great avidity 
by the young people. The most remarkable event, however, in this 
department, was the opening of the Institution for the education 
of Native Assistants, especially with a view to school-service. In 
November, 1837, the foundation-stone was laid of a building calcu- 
lated to receive and board 12 pupils. It was opened September 7th, 
the anniversary of the opening of our Infant-school, 7 years before, 
with 9 pupils, two of whom were sent from Enon and Elim, and two 
more arrived a few days after from Groenekloof. 

In temporals, the year was one of great prosperity ; labor being 
well paid, and all our tradespeople, having full as much work as they 
could execute. 

Notwithstanding that the neighborhood of Cape-Town attracted 
thither some of the apprentices from Groenekloof, on their emanci- 
pation, the number of its inhabitants was 59 more than in the pre- 
ceding year, and the state of the settlement was, on the whole, grati- 
fying to the Missionaries. At the close of the year, the whole con. 
gregation pledged themselves, in consequence of an appeal from 
Brother Hallbeck, to abstain from all strong liquors in the ensuing 
harvest ; and they kept their promise, so that the work went on with 
unusual despatch and quietness. 

Our Brethren had the pleasure of witnessing an awakening in the 
Laweskloof, which embraced, among others, the blind old Captain 
Klapmus, who had, till then, remained indifferent to the Gospel. 
The rest of their neighbors, alas! seem still too much absorbed in 
their worldly pursuits to concern themselves about divine things. 
There were 24 adults baptized, or received into the congregation, 
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22 children baptized, and 10 persons admitted to the Lord’s Supper 
for the first time. 

The precarious health of Brethren and Sisters Luttring and Meyer 
at Elim, and the increasing numbers of that congregation rendering 
assistance requisite, Brother and Sister Teutsch moved thither in the 
early part of the year from Genadendal, where they had been sta- 
tioned in the absence of Brother and Sister Hallbeck. They were 
received with much love, both by the residents and neighboring 
colonists. The congregation proceeded in a peaceful undisturbed 
course. Nota single instance of intemperance occurred this year 
among their charge; and those who were employed for longer or 
shorter periods at a distance, received from their masters satisfactory 
testimonials as to their conduct. 

Towards the end of the year, there was a considerable addition to 
the number of inhabitants, in consequence of the Emancipation Act ; 
many being in earnest to improve their temporal freedom for the 
deliverance of their souls from the bondage of sin. 

The visits of the Missionaries to Hout-kloof were regularly con- 
tinued: the progress of this work of God in the Hottentot families 
there affurded sincere pleasure. Their activity in busiaess is also 
gratifying, and shows that the Hottentots are by no means incapable 
of independent exertion, as many have maintained. 

The schools were frequented by about 120 children, whose 
eagerness for learning and actual progress justify the best hopes for 
futurity. 

The patients at Hemel-en-Arde, regretted the removal of Brother 
and Sister Tietze, after which they were obliged to be satisfied, for a 
time, with occasional visits from Genadendal, and great was their 
joy when Brother and Sister Fritsch came to reside amongst them 
in the month of March. Little variation occurred in their numbers, 
but the circumstance of several patients of European parentage 
being admitted, occasioned some difficulty in the management of the 
institution. It is, however, encouraging to perceive, that 3 out of the 
5 Europeans are by no means devoid of religious feelings, and are 
thankful for the visits of the Missionary, and attend the meetings 
diligently. One woman is particularly impressed, and seems to be 
truly awakened. 

At Enon, the mournful and long-standing complaint of drought 
and barrenness has, alas! not yet ceased. The Missionary work 
has, in consequence, been seriously impeded, many of the residents 
being obliged either to leave the place altogether, or to make long 
absences from it, which has also an injurious effect on those who are 
left at home, the regular attendance at school and church being fre- 
quently interrupted. Through the Lord’s mercy, however, the 
Brethren have not lost courage, but continue their exertions un. 
weariedly, in hopes of better times. They are also encouraged by 
occasional visits from heatnen, who come to ask what they must do 
to be saved; and they have cheering evidences amongst the remnant 
that are left of the vital power of the word of atonement. 

Amidst all external difficulties, rendering the most rigid economy 
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necessary, the Lord has wonderfully helped this distressed flock ; and 
the several branches of trade in the settlement have had more orders 
than they could excute. 

The vicinity of Shiloh, which was but thinly inhabited at the com- 
mencement of that mission, has increased in population from year 
to year. A considerable influx took place in the last year, espe- 
cially from the number of fugitives, who, having been stript of their 
all by the eastern Tambookies, sought a place of refuge in that dis. 
trict. Shiloh itself, has, in consequence, become more populous, and, 
at the close of the year, numbered 546 inhabitants, of whom 384 
were of the Tambookie, or kindred tribes, and the rest Hottentots. 

While the surrounding district, in common with nearly all the 
eastern parts of the colony, was suffering from drought in the latter 
months of the year, the inhabitants of Shiloh enjoyed an unusually 
abundant harvest. A water mill, recently completed, will, by God’s 
blessing, prove a valuable acquisition to the place, as the cost of 
grinding has often exceeded the original value of the corn. 

Brother Kiaster who arrived at Shiloh towards the end of 1837, 
having made such progress in the Tambookie language, that he could 
assist Brother Bonatz in the school, and in holding meetings, the 
work of education could be prosecuted with effect. This aid was 
the more opportune, as the number of Tambookie children on the 
school-list amounted to 120; though only half of this number, on the 
average, were able to attend the daily lessons, many of them being 
employed in assisting their parents. 

The Tambookie congregation consisted, at the close of the year, 
of 52 persons, viz. 17 baptized adults, including & communicants, 
11 children, and 24 candidates for baptism. Though the actual 
increase continues to be small, the knowledge of the truth is spread. 
ing amongst young and old; the salutary influence of the Gospel 
may be traced even in those who are still unconverted, and the be- 
lieving Tambookies manifest great steadfastness in their profession. 
Thus, if we cannot say that the harvest has begun, there is evidently 
a favorable seed-time, which we have only to make good use of, and 
the harvest will follow in due season. May we but be found faithful 
and active laborers. H. P. Hatwpeck. 


REPORT OF A JOURNEY UNDERTAKEN BY THE BRETHREN TEUTSCH AND 
: HALTER, TO THE ZITZIKAMMA, IN 1838. 


Tue journey of Brother and Sister Teutsch, from Elim to Shiloh, 
going, with few exceptions, over the same ground so recently travers- 
ed by Brother Hallbeck, the details of it need not be here given. 
They left home August 2d, and reached Shiloh, September 6th. 
Here, Brother Teutsch had an interview with the Governor-General, 
who happened to pay a visit there during his stay, in which his Ex- 
cellency expressed the utmost readiness to promote the object of his 
expeditiou, and kindly gave directions that the Civil Commissioner at 
Uitenhage, and Mr. Meeding, the field-cornet, should accompany the 
Missionaries to the Zitzikamma. and assist them in selecting a suit- 
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able spot for a settlement. Returning, by way of Enon, Brother and 
Sister Teutsch were joined by Brother and Sister Halter, of that 
place, and proceeded with them, October 4th, to Uitenhage. On 
the 10th they reached Rondebosch. Hence, they paid a short visit 
to Hankey, two and a half leagues distant, where Mr. Williams, the 
resident Missionary, showed them the church and schools, with which 
they were much gratified. 

On the 12th, (continues Brother Teutsch,) we crossed a hill into 
the valley of the Zitzikamma. The first place we came to was the 
abandoned farm of Mr. Rentz, where a number of Fingoes at present 
reside by his permission. It is well supplied with water, but the 
buildings are in ruins. A league farther we halted, and while our 
horses and oxen were grazing, we visited the neighboring Fingoes. 
They generally settle in the villages or kloofs, and we found them 
here busily engaged in clearing a hollow of its wood, and laying out 
gardens in the fertile soil. ‘heir huts, beehive-shaped, occupy the 
higher ground, with entrances so low that they have to crawl into 
them ; and close by are their cattle-kraals. A small brooklet flows 
down almost every kloof, all of which run into the Zitzikamma. 
This river is not easily crossed, but at present it has but little water. 
Half a league farther we encamped for the night. 

We had agreed with Mr. Van Der Riet, the Civil Commissioner, 
to meet him on the 13th at Hoffmansbosch, and arrived there, after 
an early stage, almost at the same moment with him and his party, 
consisting of Mr. Meeding, Mr. Potgieder, and his son. Mr. Van 
Der Riet said that he had inspected the whole neighborhood, and 
thought no place better adapted to our object than the Koksbosch, a 
league further back ; but if we preferred Hoffmansbosch, we might 
have it, as the claim of its present occupant was not recognised by 
Government. After surveying this situation, we went on to Koks- 
bosch by a somewhat different route from that by which we had 
come, keeping nearer to the hills. This site appeared to us to offer 
superior advantages to Hoffmansbosch in several respects. There 
is more room for gardens and pasturage, the surrounding farms lying 
more remote; it is better supplied, both with wood and water ; it is 
also in the centre of the Fingo population, which extends four or five 
leagues up and down the valley. The mountains which form the 
rampart of this part of th: Zitzikamma, are about three leagues 
distant from the sea. Besides the extensive surface of grazing land, 
there are two shelving projections from the mountain-ridge, which 
offer eligible sites for gardens, with a fine streamlet intervening, 
formed by the junction of two torrents, which might easily be turn. 
ed, so as to irrigate them both. Mr, Van Der Riet made inquiries 
after the Hottentot, Sandford of Hankey, who has been accustomed 
to fell wood here, and has built a house in the valley. Learning 
that he was from home, having gone to dispose of a load of timber, 
he left word with his people to tell him that he must fell no more, the 
Governor having given us the land. There are two other cottages 
belonging to another Hottentot, of the name of Windvogel, who, 
having stolen an ox from a farmer, has turned bandit. 
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Mr. Van Der Riet said, he should advise us to make no permanent 
arrangements as to dwellings, &c., till we were able to judge from 
experience which situation would suit us best, as we could then make 
a change, if desirable, without any materia] loss. And should we 
prefer the farm of Mr. Rentz, whose title could not be called in ques- 
tion, he had no doubt that Government would procure it for us. 
The Field.cornet thought he had never seen the water so low here 
as at present, and even now there was enough to turna mill. Mr. 
Potgieder, who has known the Zitzikamma for many years, likewise 
declared, that there was no place with which he was acquainted that 
he could recommend in preference to this. If a church was built 
here, he said, he should be happy to avail himself of it. He lives 
about twelve miles off. 

After taking a slight repast in our wagon, these gentlemen set off 
on their way home, leaving us to deliberate on the matter. 

The three Hottentots huts, or Hartbeest houses, might serve us 
at first, and their owners would, doubtless, find it their interest to 
dispose of them to us in preference to removing them. The roofs 
rest on wooden poles; the walls consist of brushwood, wattled to- 
gether, and coated on both sides with clay. Such buildings are, of 
course, not very substantial, as was evident in these, the wind finding 
a frec passage through numerous crevices. Yet, when new coated, 
and the floors repaired, they would serve for a temporary residence. 
Sandford’s is the largest and best; a young Fingo captain, named 
Blaatje, lives in one of Windvogel’s, and uses the other as a cow- 
house. 

On reconnoitering the wood, we were delighted to see the quantity 
of fine building timber which still remained, in spite of all the havoc 
that had been made ; for, what with burning, and what with unskilful 
felling, there was as much waste as would supply fuel for some years’ 
consumption. While we were admiring the magnificent trunks of 
various species of trees which rose around us, the near growl of a 
tiger several times repeated, warned us to retreat. We then took a 
more accurate survey of the two eminences before mentioned, and 
ascertained the practicability of leading the water on to both, and 
employing it to turn a mill. There are ten Fingo huts on the more 
northerly slope, which afforded ample space for Mission-buildings 
and gardens, and lies open to the morning sun. It has, however, the 
disadvantage of being exposed to a strong current of wind from the 
ravine to the east, and the ground appears to be somewhat swampy. 
This is not the case with the eastern plateau, but there the buildings 
would have to stand closer to the hill, and have less sun. 

Sunday, the 14th, we prayed the Church-Litany in our wagon, 
after which, Brother Halter preached, and Samuel Eksteen, whom 
we had brought with us from Enon as interpreter, repeated his words 
in the Caffre language to the Fingoes present, those, namely, from 
the four huts near our encampment, and the ten on the other emi- 
nence. In the evening I held a discourse to our travelling party, at 
which some Hottentot women and Blaatje and his Sister were present. 


On the 15th I took two views of the Koksbosch with a camera 
Vor. VIL—8. 
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lucida, to Blaatje’s no small astonishment. We then reconnoitered 
two other kloofs, to the east of our station, and found running water 
in both, sufficient for all domestic purposes, and which, by means of 
an embankment, might be made to water a large plot of ground, if 
necessary. But the ground appears to be naturally moist enough 
for vegetation; the Fingoes, at least, make no use of irrigation for 
their gardens, and there are springs in almost every hollow. 

Blaatje informed us that the Fingoes from the other kraals were 
on their road to visit us, but hearing a false report that we were 
already gone, they turned back again. We had, however, sufficient 
evidence of their willingness to receive instruction. Their chief 
complaint, at present, seems to be, that they have no change of pas- 
turage for their cattle, which they find prejudicial tothem. We were 
not much annoyed by their begging. One party, indeed, came to 
complain that we had given them nothing to eat all the time of our 
stay ; but when we explained to them, that we were come to see 
whether they wished for teachers, who could bring them food, not for 
their bodies, but for their souls, they were satisfied and took their 
leave. The Fingoes have not yet learned to eat fish, otherwise the 
sea, which may be seen from the Koksbosch, would furnish a plen- 
tiful supply of food. 

It now appeared to Brother Halter and myself, that the object of 
our Mission was attained, and we felt inclined to say, as Christian 
David did, regarding Herrnhut, “ Here the sparrow hath found a 
house, and the swallow a nest for herself, even thine altars, O Lord of 
hosts!” It is not, indeed, to be expected, that all the Fingoes in- 
habiting the Zitzikamma will flock to one place. Their number is 
estimated at 1,000, .and they have large herds of oxen, sheep, and 
goats, and have settled in every kloof where the soil is capable of 
cultivation. Some plan may, however, be contrived, by which we 
may be useful to them all. 

Brother and Sister Halter now took leave of us, and set out on 
their return to Enon, while we pursued our way direct to Genadendal. 

L. Tevrtscu. 


1. EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER H. P. HALLBECK. 


“ Genadendal, February 19th, 1839. 

“Dear Brotuer,—The last letter from your hand was dated 
October Ist, and acknowledged in mine of January 18th and 20th. 
I am, however, in hopes that Brother Christensen and party are the 
bearers of some further intelligence from our brethren and friends 
in Europe, though up to the present hour it has not reached our 
hands. Our intended fellow-laborers had arrived at Cape Town on 
February 1st, after a short passage, and are at present on their 
journey from Groenekloof to this place, where they are expected in 
the course of this week. This reinforcement has enabled us to 
take into serious consideration the definitive appointment of a 
Missionary for the Zitzikamma, and the other changes connected 
therewith. Brother and Sister Nauhaus -have, in consequence, 
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been called to that important service. Brother and Sister Lem- 
mertz have expressed their willingness to supply the vacancy thus 
arising here in Genadendal, and Brother and Sister Teutsch to 
take charge of the congregation at Groenekloof. Where Brother 
and Sister Christensen will be stationed cannot be determined, till 
we become personally acquainted with them. It will, however, re- 
quire some time before the changes contemplated can be carried into 
effect. Meanwhile, the Mission on the Zitzikamma has been com- 
menced. By the last post, I had letters from the Brethren Halter 
and Bonatz, who will probably have arrived at the Koksbosch about 
the 12th, having passed through Uitenhage on the 6th instant, on 
their way thither. These letters also brought the welcome intelli- 
gence that Brother Stoltz was restored to health, and in blessed ac- 
tivity at Enon, where the change of air had been useful in restoring 
the health of Sister Hoffman. The Witte river is still without water, 
though there had fallen some fine rains by which the pasturage had 
been improved. 

“From Shiloh, I have had advices up to the 12th of January, when 
the Mission family was well, but the want of rain severely felt, so 
that even the ever-flowing Klipplaat had not sufficient water for 
turning the mill; but this want will, probably, not have been of long 
duration, as this is the season for violent thunder showers in those 
parts. 

“ In temporals, our Saviour has abundantly blessed us in the course 
of last year; indeed, more so than in any preceding year. Hence, 
we are enabled to meet the very considerable expenses for com- 
mencing a new station without drawing on your treasury. The 
present year has, however, commenced less auspiciously. Pro. 
visions are daily rising in price, and, in some parts of the country, 
are hardly to be had for money; so that the lower classes will have 
to struggle hard, and the apprentices to begin their career of free. 
dom under very trying circumstances. In addition to this visitation, 
the yearly pestilence among the horses has spread from the interior 
to these agricultural districts, committing dreadful devastation among 
these useful animals. Some of the farmers in our neighborhood 
have lost half the number of their horses—one has not a single horse 
left; and though I have not had time to make particular inquiries, I 
am sure our Hottentots have lost fifty, and probably, a great many 
more. It is, therefore, difficult to say, how the people will be able 
to carry on their agricultural occupations during the approaching 
sowing season. In some parts, great mortality prevails also among 
the horned cattle and sheep. In short, it appears as if the Lord was 
stretching forth his chastening hand, to remind us that the prosperity 
we have so long enjoyed comes from Him, and to punish us for want 
of gratitude. It is, indeed, but too true, that many considered this 
prosperous state as the necessary consequence of their own skill 
and activity, and forgot the Giver of every good gift. 

“Yet the present year will hardly be so distressing to us as some 
former ones, for instance, 1822, since there is no lack of employ- 
ment around us, and the farmers now possess the means of remu- 
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nerating those who are able to work ; but it will have this conse- 
quence, that many who would gladly have remained near to our 
church must now seek employment at a distance. We, therefore, 
wish more than ever to have preaching-places established in the 
neighborhood ; and I have already made application on two estates, 
and have reason to hope, that tke owners, who are English gentle- 
men, will, according to their promise, do their best to set apart a 
place for the purpose as soon as possible. I have still two other 
estates in view, and only wait for a suitable opportunity to speak with 
the proprietors. Meanwhile our good friends at Kopjes Kasteel have 
been busy fitting up a suitable room for the visiting Missionary, 
which will be opened for divine service, if the Lord permit, on 
Sunday next; and I am glad to hear that many of the neighboring 
farmers rejoice at the prospect of having a place of worship within 
their reach. Of the liberated apprentices several make their ap- 
pearance weekly, applying for admission to church.fellowship with 
us; but by far the greater number cannot, for the present, remove 
hither, for reasons already mentioned. Yet a host of children is 
collected here, to whom we could not possibly attend, if it were not 
for the assistance afforded by several Hottentots, including two of the 
boys in the seminary, who are employed half of the day in teaching 
others, and the other half in receiving instruction themselves. 

“Sister Fritsch is at Elim for the benefit of her health, and the 
change of air appears to be useful. Sister Teutsch is not yet fully 
cured of her troublesome headachs; but I hope the removal to 
Groenekloof will do the rest. Brother Stein feels weak aad half-lamed 
on his right side, but he is still moving about, and, with the assist- 
ance of his wife, attends to his concerns till the arrival of Brother 
Lemmerts, who will, probably, take charge of our garden.” 

“ February 8th. Brother and Sister Christensen and their com. 
pany arrived here on the 22d ult. He and his wife are to be sta. 
tioned, for the present, at Groenekloof, but they remain here till 
Brother Teutsch has entered on his office at that station. Brother 
and Sister Genth having accepted their call to Elim, we have been 
obliged to call Brother and Sister Stoltz to Shiloh, so that, when all 
the changes have been effected, Brethren and Sisters Nauhaus and 
A. Kaster will have the charge of the new station on the Koksbosch, 
Brethren and Sisters Bonatz and Stoltz of Shiloh, and Brethren and 
Sisters Halter and Hoffman of Enon. Brother and Sister Nauhaus, 
with the Sisters Rudolph and Lesser, intend leaving this place for 
the Zitzikamma on the 12th inst.; and Brother and Sister Teutsch 
are preparing to set out for Groenekloof as soon as possible. 

“In the meantime, the Mission among the Fingoes has been com. 
menced, and the Brethren Halter and Kister have been in blessed 
activity on the Zitzikamma since the 14th of February. They had 
a rather perilous journey, owing to rains and floods, and were the 
more thankful for reaching their destination in safety, and for the 
cheering welcome they met with. Brother Halter writes: —*The 

Fingoes were rejoiced and received us with open arms. Their 
desire to hear the Gospel is truly edifying. On Sunday, the 
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17th instant, two days after our arrival, many of them visited us ; 
and forty-eight Fingoes were present at the discourse delivered by 
Brother Kister in the Caffre language. On the following Sunday, 
February 24th, the concourse from the surrounding district was still 
greater; and above 100 persons attended Brother Kister’s ministry. 
The address which I delivered in Dutch was listened to with much de- 
votion by 28 persons, mostly apprentices from the neighborhood, and 
by eight of European extraction. In short, people of all classes and 
colors, white, brown, and black, appear to be heartily glad that we 
have settled among them. As often as there is an opportunity hither 
from one of the neighboring farms, or we receive a visit from any 
of the apprentices, we are sure to be favored with some useful pres. 
ent. One brings us beans, another cucumbers, a third fish, grapes, 
bacon, butter, &c. Every day Brother Kuster holds a meeting for the 
Fingoes, and a school for the Hottentot and Fingo children, which is 
attended by about twenty of their number. On the 24th of February 
we opened a Sunday-school, which is already frequented by about 
forty Fingo children. The house which we found here has been re- 
paired and made habitable; a kraal has been erected for sheep and 
cattle ; some land has also been brought under tillage, and planted 
with beans, salad, and turnips. For the construction of our in. 
tended dwelling, some timber has been felled, and in part conveyed 
hither, and a quantity of reeds for thatching collected,’ &c. 

“The Fingoes are, however, desirous to have a change of pas. 
turage for their cattle, and on this subject 1 have made an applica- 
tion to Government. 

“Tt appears, at last, as if better times for Enon were at hand; co. 
pious rains have fallen, the pasturage is excellent, the Witte river is 
flowing in the upper part of the valley, and our Brethren are in hopes 
that it will, ere long, reach the settlement; the Hottentots are en. 
gaged in repairing the fences of their long-negiected gardens. 
Brother and Sister Hoffman are both rather poorly in health, owing, 
as it would appear, to eruptive complaints. 

“The chiefs of the Tambookies have, in consequence of the ca. 
lamities which have befallen them, removed to the thinly inhabited 
parts along the colonial frontier, north and north-west of Shiloh, so 
that these regions are now comparatively well peopled, and it is 
rumored that other societies are about commencing Missions among 
these new-comers. 

“As far as Genadendal is concerned, the last few months have 
probably been the most remarkable in the history of the Mission. 
Since December 1st, upwards of 560 persons, mostly manumitted 
apprentices, have joined our congregation; and nearly the whole 
laboring population in the neighborhood is now in connection 
with us. Their conduct has hitherto been very becoming, and our 
new magistrate in Caledon, whom I met the other day, is quite 
astonished at the almost total absence of crime in these parts. 

“To us, their hunger and thirst after the word of God is highly 
encouraging; during the late Easter festival, we were again obliged 
to preach at the same time in two places, and numbers had, not- 
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withstanding, to remain out of doors. The Passion-week was a 
season of great spiritual refreshment, the like of which I never re- 
member to have witnessed before. Every meeting was crowded to 
excess, the earnestness of the people to receive a blessing was truly 
cheering, the speaking of the various classes in the highest degree 
interesting, and out of 321 individuals proposed for advancement in 
the privileges of the church, 155 were approved; namely, 78 as 
candidates for baptism, 10 for baptism, 9 for reception, 26 as can- 
didates for the Lord’s Supper, 19 for confirmation, and 13 for re- 
admission, besides 11 children of two and three years old who were 
baptized. 

“ At Kopjes-Kasteel we have now a convenient room for divine 
service, with a neat chamber adjoining for the Missionary, and the 
meetings are also attended by people from the neighborhood. I was 
there on Palm-Sunday, and Brother Nauhaus will officiate on Sunday 
next, on his way to the interior. Elim has had an increase of 117 
persons since the day of emancipation; and the Missionaries re- 
joice in the prospect of enlarged usefulness, both in the settlement 
and its neighborhood. The late Passion-week was a blessed season, 
during which two adults were baptized. Sister Teutsch is recover- 
ing from her illness, and hopes that the removal to Groenekloof will 
prove beneficial for the establishment of her health. Sister Fritsch 
has returned to Hemel-en-Aarde, but continues very weak, and I am 
afraid will remain so. The state of the little flock at Hemel-en- 
Aarde, appears to be more promising than it was some time ago. 

“ How it happens that only four apprentices have found their way 
to Groenekloof, I can hardly comprehend. It appears, that both the 
whites and the blacks of that neighborhood are equally unconcerned 
about the one thing needful. Sister De Fries is in rather better 
health than when I wrote last. 

“ As to temporals, our situation, after many years of prosperity, 
has become extremely trying, and, in common with all the inhabit- 
ants of the colony, we cannot look into futurity without the most 
serious apprehensions ; indeed, nothing but childlike confidence in 
our Saviour’s power and mercy can keep us from despondency. 
Provisions of every description are so exorbitantly dear, that it is 
difficult to understand how the poor can be kept from starvation; 
a sack of wheat weighing 180 lbs. costs 2/. 5s. and upwards ; a sheep, 
formerly worth 4s. 6d., is hardly to be had for 11., &c. This out- 
ward distress is not a little increased by two heavy visitations of 
Providence, namely, the measles, and the distemper among the 
horses. ‘The former epidemic, which has prevailed some time in 
Cape Town, is not of a malignant nature, but having, by means of 
an injudicious system of quarantine, been kept out of the colony for 
more than thirty years, the greater part of the population are liable 
to it, which renders the disease more serious. Here at Genadendal, 
we had only a few straggling cases in March, and we cannot be 
sufficiently thankful that the solemnities of the Passion-week were 
not interrupted by the complaint ; but owing probably to the frequent 
crowded meetings at church in the just megtioned week, attended by 
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several individuals who had had the measles, the epidemic broke 


_ out a few — after Easter so generally, that at least one half of 


our young people were laid up at once, and for some days myself 
and Sister Hallbeck have had many hundred patients to attend to, 
and must spend one half of the day in dispensing medicines. As 
yet, however, there has been only one fatal case, that of an infant 
cutting its teeth, which can hardly be said to have died of the mea- 
sles ; and hundreds are already convalescent, among whom are three 
of the Missionary children, Ezekiel Pfeiffer and six of the pupils in 
our academy, so that I hope our Saviour will help us through, sooner 
and better than we could have expected. Meanwhile, our schools 
are thinned, so that instead of 500 children, we can hardly muster 
200. 

“ But the horse sickness is a much more serious evil. This awful 
pestilence has now swept through many parts of the colony, and 
particularly this neighborhood, with such violence, that very few of 
these useful animals are left. Most of our neighbors possessed from 
40 to 60, and some even as many as 200 horses, and there are now 
very few farmers who have half.a-dozen left; our Hottentots here 
cannot have lost fewer than between 300 and 400; those of Elim 
have lost almost all they possessed ; our Missionaries there had, ac- 
cording to the last letter, only 12 left out of 72, and it is more than 
probable that many of these have since died. The consequences of 
this fatal pestilence are most distressing. Trade and business are 
completely at a stand; every farmer is, as it were, confined to his 
place of residence, and can neither bring his produce to the market, 
nor fetch his necessaries from the towns and villages, nor even obtain 
medical aid in sickness ; and unless assistance can be obtained from 
those parts of the country where the calamity has been less severe, 
the fields must, in a great measure, remain uncultivated, so that, 
amidst the present suffering, we have not even the hope of relief at 
the next season of harvest. May the Lord have mercy upon us, and 
our fellow-colonists! You will, | am sure, not to forget us in your 
prayers. The resignation of our people is, meanwhile, truly edify- 
ing, and we fondly hope that their faith and confidence in the Lord 
will not be put to shame. 

“T have of late had some interesting correspondence with Govern. 
ment, regarding the manumitted apprentices, in consequence of com. 
plaints made by certain former slaveholders, that the Mission Stations 
absorbed all the laboring hands; and I have been much pleased with 
the enlightened views and benevolent intentions of our present 
rulers. It was confidently asserted by those who are accustomed to 
eat their bread in the sweat of their neighbor’s brow, that 6,000 
apprentices had found shelter in Genadendal ; and the absurd state. 
ment was actually believed. The fact is, that laborers are now more 
equally distributed over the country than before, and the poorer farm. 
ers, who could not afford to buy slaves, are now supplied with work- 
men, and that more easily than the former slaveholders, against whom 

there are old grudges and prejudices in the breasts of their former 
bondmen. It is also natural that the new masters treat their servants 
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well, in order to gain their affection, and keep them in their employ. 
There are, however, not a few of the late apprentices who remain 
in the employ of their former masters,—at least, in our neighborhood. 
Brother Stein appears to be almost disabled, being so lamed on his 
right side that he must be dressed and undressed like a child. He 
will probably return to Europe with his own, and some other child- 
ren, in the beginning of next year. The rest of our Mission-family 
are tolerably well, and none is favored to enjoy better health than 
myself and family. For these mercies, you will join us in thanking 
the Lord. “H. P. Hatupeck.” 


{From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 


Il. WEST INDIES. 
1. ANTIGUA. 


FROM BROTHER J. MORRISH. 


“ Newfield, February 19th, 1839. 

“Dear Brotuer,—I am ashamed that your very welcome letter 
of last August, should have remained so long unanswered, par- 
ticularly as it conveyed to us permission to enlarge our school-room, 
which had long been the desire of our hearts. Such, however, is 
the selfishness of the old man, that instead of replying to your letter, 
I went the next day, and obtained permission to get stones from the 
neighboring estates, and commenced the work, having got the sanc.- 
tion of our superintending conference at the same time as your 
letter. You will readily pardon my seeming negligence, when you 
remember that it is not enough in this country to say, Do this, or do 
that, but you must see the work done, yea, and assist in doing it 
yourself. 

“We had fondly hoped to have re-opened our school-room at 
Christmas, but in consequence of our being obliged to put a new 
roof to the old part of the building, we are still compelled to keep 
school in the church. We hope, however, in a fortnight’s time, to 
commence school in our enlarged building, which is now a good 
substantial and comfortable room, about 50 feet by 37 feet, with a 
gallery at the north end, 29 feet long, with six seats ; and a class. 
room at the S. W. end, 20 feet by 16. By means of a sliding par- 
tition, the room can be made into two at pleasure. I regret to say 
that the expense will far exceed the sum of 120/., but how much 
I am not prepared to state. This is partly in consequence of our 
having had to put a new roof to the old school-room, the wood-lice 
having destroyed the old one, which we did not discover, until we 
came to cut off the rafters to join the rovfs. The wood on the out- 
side looked quite sound, but on examination it was like a honey- 
comb. This we were not in the least prepared to expect, as the 
building has not been erected more than ll-years, Another cause 
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of increased expense was, our being unable to obtain much assistance 
from our neighbors, in carting stones, lime, lumber, &c. To this 
may be added the high price of labor, and the scarcity of hands, I 
trust, nay, I know, our kind and liberal friends will come forward and 
help vs. 

“You will rejoice to hear that we have succeeded in obtaining a 
more competent male teacher, a young man of good abilities, by 
trade a cabinet-maker, but who has left that business, and become a 
teacher, from a desire of serving the Lord, in training the lambs of 
His flock. We find him faithful and laborious, and one whose 
general conduct evidences a work of grace on his heart. He was 
one of the first who enjoyed the advantage of Mr. Millar’s training, 
at the Normal school established here by the Mico Charity. The 
benefit of his attending that institution is very plainly seen, by the 
improvement of the children under his care. The employment of 
such teachers will greatly increase our school-expenses, but that wili 
be unavoidable, as it is not possible for the Missionaries to attend 
properly to both the schools and ministerial duties of the congrega- 
tion. When we consider the vast number of children now enjoying 
the privileges of emancipation in the British colonies, the great im. 
portance of their being religiously and morally educated is evident, 


‘ For Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do.’ 


“On the 30th of December, we were made the happy parents of 
another little daughter, and you will be pleased to know that mother 
and babe are doing well. 

“We lament exceedingly the loss of our supplies and rewards for 
our school-children ; particularly the box sent by, Mr. and Mrs. 
Powell, and Miss Walker, of Chester; for their boxes are most 
valuable to us, being chiefly stored with cutlery. What we are to 
do without it, I know not. Our poor boys will be ill provided for 
this year. Few rewards having come before Christmas, we have 
postponed the distribution till the re-opening of our school-room. 
We beg to offer our best thanks to our much esteemed and kind 
friends Mr. and Mrs. Powell, Miss Walker, Mr. Sturge, Mrs. Bridges, 
Mrs. Dundas, Mrs, and the Misses Fraser, (the two latier of Scot- 
land,) and all other dear friends who have from time to time, kindly 
supplied us with school-materials, rewards, &c. May the Lord 
abundantly bless them, and incline their hearts to continue their 
favors, remembering, that ‘It is more blessed to give, than to re. 
ceive.’ Acts xx. 35. 

“Now, my dear brother, a word or two on a painful subject, our 
approaching removal from this place. Brother Harvey will have 
informed you of our being called to Tobago, to supply the place of 
Brother and Sister Light. This call we receive, as from the Lord, 
and therefore desire implicitly to follow it. Yet we cannot but feel 
it a severe trial to leave this place, where we are just beginning to 


see some fruit of our labors, and pleasing prospects of an increasing 
Vou. VII.—9. 
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congregation from among our young people. We have, however, 
this consolation, that others will enter into our labors, and that the 
day will come, when both they that sow and they that reap shall re- 
joice together.” 


FROM BROTHER G. W. WESTERBY. 


“ Lebanon, February 26th, 1839. 


“ Dear Brotuer,—With these few lines you will receive extracts 
from our diary, from which I think it may be seen that the blessing 
of the Lord rests upon the congregation gathered in this place, and 
according to His blessed promise, that His word does not return unto 
Him void, but is accomplishing that whereto it was sent, ‘to gather 
from among the gentiles a people for His name.’ The numbers 
already belonging to the congregation here, show the necessity there 
was for erecting a Missionary station in this place. Our people are 
scattered over 37 estates, villages, and hamlets, consequently, much 
of my time is spent in going from place to place to visit the sick 
and aged. Our church will accommodate 600 persons, and is well 
attended when the weather will permit, by an attentive auditory. 
The service commences at 11 o’clock, after which there are, in 
general, two meetings for the different classes of the congregation. 
After dinner, I generally ride to one or other of the neighboring 
plantations, with a view to visit those who cannot attend church, and 
observe how the people are spending the Sabbath. If I can get a 
large house, I preach in it; if not, under the shade of a Tamarind 
or Sand-box tree, to as many as like to come tohear. As to the 
present state of the congregation, we have much to be thankful for, 
and little to mourn over. In visiting the sick, I could at times 
imagine that I was conversing with experienced Christians in my 
own country. And now a few words about our school. Our school- 
room is under the church, and will comfortably accommodate 200 
children. The average attendance is about 120. We have an 
excellent female teacher, who has long been a member of our church, 
and who was trained by Mr. Millar in the Mico Charity Institution at 
St. John’s. We opened our school on the last day of the old year, 
with 53 children. Since that time, our numbers have increased to 
105, the average attendance being about 100. We have, as far as 
possible, adopted the training system pursued in the model schools 
at Glasgow. We find the religious or Bible training to be par- 
ticularly valuable. Every month the children have a Bible lesson 
without tasks, the exercise throughout being conducted by question, 
not by lecture or explanation. It is surprising to what a knowledge 
of different parts of Scripture the children have attained, by this 
means, in so short a time. Before closing the school last Friday 
evening, I asked the children what was the subject of the morning’s 
lesson. They answered, ‘The woman of Samaria,’ and then gave 
me an account of the whole transaction; the geography, persons, 
time of day, &c. On the verse, ‘If thou knewest the gift of God,’ 
&c., LT asked, ‘ What is the gift of God?’ Answer. ‘Eternal life.’ 
‘How is it that sinners have eternal life?’ Answer. ‘Through 
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Jesus Christ our Lord.’ ‘Then what is Jesus Christ to us?’ 
Answer. ‘The great gift of God.’ The children had no books, and 
were not aware of my intention to question them on this subject. 
The Mission-schools in Antigua form a wide field for the exertions 
of the Religious Tract Society. Many hundred tracts might be cir- 
culated every year by means of the children, and would, doubtless, 
be the means of doing much good. In this island, few books of any 
sort are to be obtained ; and those few are very expensive, and con- 
sequently out of the reach of the poor. Thus out of school, the 
children have nothing to read either for their own instruction and 
amusement, or for the instruction of their parents who cannot read. 
As the number of those who can read increases, the demand for books 
will increase likewise, and if there is no supply of those that are 
good, the enemy will take care that there is a supply of such as are 
evil. The schools in Antigua, afford instruction at present to 994 
children of both sexes; those at St. John’s contain 270 children; at 
Gracehill, 155; at Gracebay, 55; at Newfield, 254; at Cedarhall, 
161 ; at Lebanon, 55; and at Five Islands, 20. In the management 
of these schools, 5 male and 7 female salaried teachers are employed. 

“Through the mercy of God, we are both in good health, and feel 
little inconvenience hitherto from the climate. My dear wife has 
had a smart attack of fever, but I am thankful to say is quite re- 
covered. As to myself, I enjoy a better state of health than I did in 
England.” 


2. TOBAGO. 
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER J. COATES. 


“ Montgomery, Tobago, Feb. 11th, 1839. 


“Dear Brotner,—We are waiting with anxiety to hear who will 
succeed our late Brother Light. ‘The harvest truly is great, but the 
laborers are few.’ On Friday, the 2lst of December, we held an 
usual Christmas examination of our day-scholars, whose average 
attendance during the year has been about 100. Mr. Hamilton, two 
other gentlemen, and a young lady, were present, who all expressed 
themselves weil pleased with the improvement of the children; and 
the children themselves were delighted to receive the little presents 
sent for them by our kind friends in the beginning of the year. The 
gentlemen afterwards viewed the little plots of garden-ground ad. 
joining the school, and Mr. Hamilton gave presents to two boys 
whose grounds were in the best condition. On Christmas day, our 
Sunday scholars had their annual love-feast, at which nearly 200 
were present. Rewards of books and tracts were distributed, with 
which some of them seemed much pleased. The meetings during 
the Christmas season, were better attended than I have ever seen 
them before, but there was more eating and drinking than in any 
preceding year. On the 31st of December, we met together to con- 
clude the year, in which we had witnessed so many and such great 
changes. This is a critical time in the West Indies, and requires 
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more experience than any one of us possesses. In the early part 
of the year, we were busily engaged in collecting materials to build 
a temple here for the service and worship of our God ; and it may 
with truth be said, that its walls have been built in troublous times. 
Yet we have reason to be thankful, that it is now so nearly finished. 
The times are so altered, that any description I could give of the 
present state of things must fail; but through the Lord’s mercy, we 
have been brought thus far in peace and safety. During the past 
year, 27 adults have been baptized or received into our fellowship ; 
5 children have been baptized; 10 persons have been admitted to 
the communion ; 5 couples have been married; 23 adults and one 
child have departed this life ; 3 have been disowned, and 2 suspend. 
ed. Our congregation, at the close of the year, consisted of 69 
communicants ; 103 baptized and received adults; 124 baptized 
children ; 28 candidates for membership ; and 25 under church dis- 
cipline: total, 349. The public services continue to be numerously 
attended, so much so that we were obliged to open our new church 
before it was quite finished. January 27th, was the day on which 
this took place, when we commenced the service in this new place of 
worship, by singing, ‘ Praise God for ever—boundless is his favor,’ &c. 
After which I gave a brief historical account of this mission, and 
enlarged upon the object of the present building. We then sang, 
assisted by the cheerful voices of the children in the gallery, ‘ How 
sweet thy dwellings, Lord, how fair, &c., and ‘One wish with holy 
transport warm, &c. ; and afterwards, in fervent prayer, dedicated this 
house to the Lord, supplicating Him to fill it with His glory, by bring- 
ing to it many sinners, who shall here be led to believe His Gospel, 
and to partake of His Holy Sacraments. We besought Him that his 
salvation might here be offered to many heathens, now living in gross 
darkness ; and that His word, preached in simplicity, might become 
a blessing to thousands, who may meet together in this place. 
Brother Heath read the lessons, and the Rev. Mr. Wood, the Wes. 
leyan Missionary from Scarborough, preached from Psalm 1. 2. :— 
‘ Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined, &c., after 
which a collection was made in aid of the building, amounting to 
9/. 10s. sterling, which was as much as we expected, our Brethren and 
Sisters having already given upwards of 112. Our kind friends in 
Scarboro’ have been very liberal ; and our neighbors have done much 
in assisting us in carting materials. We consider ourselves very for- 
tunate in having had most of the carting done before the Ist of August 
last. On Feb. 3d, I went to Indian. Walk, and had a good attendance, 
young and old seeming desirous to hear the word, though they took 
their own time in assembling. In the afternoon, I went to Ruony- 
mede, and officiated there in the evening. The next day I called 
upon the manager of Indian-Walk, and requested him to engage a 
number of people on their Saturday, to clear the spot of ground in- 
tended for our school-house, on promise of payment. This appeared 
to be the only alternative, as the place must be cleared before we 
can do any thing. It is quite a new thing to have to pay for the 
levelling of a place, where we are going t6 build, as the neighbor. 
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ing estates have hitherto done it for us. Brother Heath has been 
visited by a bilious attack, but through the Lord’s mercy his sickness 
was not of long continuance, and though much weakened, he was 
enabled to return to his usual labors much sooner than we expected.” 
“ March 11th. I have been out to day to collect subscriptions for 
our new church, and have had a long ride, visiting at the same time, 
the sick on many estates. Our members always rejoice to see us 
come. I visited one estate about five miles from us, the head man 
of which is a married brother. He took me to his house, which is 
a fine large one, and would hold many people. His wife, who is a 
communicant, said, ‘Massa, if you will come to-morrow and keep 
service, I will tell the people, and I am sure they will all be glad.’ 
I told her, that one of us must go and keep service on another 
estate ; and that there would be a marriage at Montgomery. She 
said, ‘If you will come next Saturday then, I am sure all the people 
will be glad of it.’ Such is the desire of the people to hear the 
word. Would that we were able to answer all the calls made upon 
us. Our new church continues to be crowded with attentive hearers, 
and we have many applications for fellowship with our flock. Yes- 
terday was our prayer-day, when three women, and one man, were 
received into the congregation ; and eleven became candidates for 
baptism or reception. Our day-school has been more numerously 
attended since Christmas, than at any former period, though there 
is much sickness among the negroes and their children, as well as 
among the whites. Besides the subscriptions which our friends and 
neighbors have generously given us toward the erection of our new 
church, and of which I have annexed a list, the private subscriptions 
of our own members amount to 117. 7s. 2d.; the collection in the 
chapel, with one or two small sums added, was 9/. 14s. lid.; and I 
feel persuaded that many other donations will ere long be received. 
I do not remember to have told you, that after the Ist of August, 
1838, we began to require one penny per week from each day-scholar, 
and two pence from those who learn to write. Not half of them, 
however, pay; so that on Monday morning we might send home a 
large number, if we were strictly to keep to our rule. The 2001. 
voted by the House of Assembly last year, was not all for the church 
at Montgomery. One third was towards the intended school-house 
at Indian-Walk, and the rest for the new church at this station.” 
“J. Coates.” 


FROM BROTHER W. HEATH. 


“ March 28th. Our out stations at Indian-Walk and Runnymede, 
continue to afford us much encouragement. They constitute an 
inviting field for a devoted servant of Christ. The dear people in 
that neighborhood are in full expectation of soon having a teacher 
of their own, as they express themselves. About 30 negroes from 
Indian-Walk proceeded to the spot intended for the school-house 
last Saturday week, and commenced digging for the foundation. 
Understanding that a similar company intended turning out from 



































































70 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS 


Runnymede last Saturday, for the same purposes, I went up in order 
to encourage them, and to see how they were going on. I found 
that they had been working very cheerfully, having almost levelled 
an area of fifty feet square, and cut down the adjoining hill, to a 
depth of four feet. They told me a number of ‘ Woodland’ negroes 
had engaged to turn out next Saturday to finish the work, and ex- 
pressed great delight at the prospect of having a church so near. 
On asking them, if any of them wanted payment for their labor, 
they replied, ‘No, no, we work for one good ting to-day, we no 
work for money to-day, we glad to see that our place up, for to do a’ 
we good.’ Some of the old people had planned all the buildings 
needful for a regular settlement; one of them said, ‘Massa, dis 
place we dig now is for de church, and up top of the hill is place for 
Buckra house, and de cook-room, he go a little way down, dat side, 
for let de smoke blow away from Buckra house, and de horse stable, 
him come most down a bottom of hill.’ I confess I listened with 
pleasure to these well meant projects, and not without a prayer that 
the Lord himself would accomplish them in his own time. 

“ April 1st. Yesterday, (Easter Sunday,) we had a delightful day, 
our new church being quite filled with hearers, and the large school 
equally full, besides a numerous company outside. ‘The harvest 
truly is great.’ ” 


3. BARBADOES. 
FROM BROTHER J. ELLIS. 


“ Bridgetown, March 25th, 1839. 


“ Dear Broruer,—You will be glad to hear, that our new chapel- 
school at Clifion-hill, is now under roof, and that we hope ere long 
to be able to appropriate it to the important purposes, for which it 
has been built. Our schools continue to be numerously attended at 
all our stations, as do several places of worship. On our last prayer- 
day, we had here in Bridgetown eight adults baptized or received 
into the cengregation, and 14 admitted as candidates. I am happy 
to be able to add, that the long-wished for marriage act, has at length 
passed the legislature, and come into operation, and that it is in many 
respects exceedingly liberal and comprehensive in its provisions. In 
some particulars, however, it is manifestly defective, and we trust, 
these blemishes will be removed by a subsidiary enactment. 


4, JAMAICA. 
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER JACOB ZORN. 


“ Irwin Hill, April 20th, 1839. 


“Dear Brotner,—lI came hither yesterday with the intention of 
remaining over to-morrow’s Sabbath, and finding that the packet is 
not yet come in, I employ the morning in writing a few lines to you. 
A fortnight ago I left home, and spent the first Sunday at New Beth- 
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lehem with Brother Renkewitz. At that station, there appear some 


. causes for regret, as well as many for encouragement. The attend- 


ance on the means of grace on the Lord’s day is cheering, so much 
so, that Brother Renkewitz has begun to enlarge the chapel ; instead 
of 50 feet by 30 out and out, it will be 50 by 50. You have, in Brother 
Renkewitz’s experience the guarantee that it will be done as econo- 
mically as possible, if time be afforded him to avail himself of va- 
rious facilities. Some accession to the numbers of the congregation 
has also taken place, but it is to be lamented that a good many who 
attend the services of God’s house, are satisfied with this form of god- 
liness, and for several reasons do not seek for closer connection with 
us. Another matter of regret is the comparatively thin attendance 
at the night meetings; some allowance, however, can be made for 
persons working at a distance. Considerable difficulty has of late 
been experienced in procuring steady servants. The restraints of 
those who engage themselves as domestics, are so much more nu- 
merous than need to be submitted to by such as earn their subsistence 
by the labor of the field, that few persons in that neighborhood seem 
disposed to enter into service. The same difficulty is met with at 
this place. There are, however, at New Bethlehem many serious 
souls who love and honor our blessed Saviour; and these are a ‘good 
salt,’ their influence must be felt; and on the whole, there is cause 
for encouragement. 

“From thence I proceeded to Brother Davies at New Fulnec, and 
found him and his wife in good health. In the opinion of Brother 
Davies, his flock has not declined in spiritual life, and, on the whole, 
he conceives there is an increased regard to the moral law. It is 
true that there, as elsewhere, in the present new state of freedom, 
there are some virtues to which the negroes must become graduall 
habituated; and this improvement, we doubt not, will be effected in 
time, as the moral qualities referred to were seldom called into action 
during their former bondage. Strict regard to truth, integrity in 
dealing, punctual and faithful fulfilment of engagements, are qualities 
which we trust will be matured by further instruction and experience. 

“The chapel at New Fulnec is so crowded that the children are 
accommodated in the new school-room, during the first public ser- 
vice, under the care and instruction of a helper Brother, as the 
gallery, for which Brother Davies has collected the means, is not yet 
finished. The school-house is a neat and useful building, 50 feet by 
25; the number of children attending the school has considerably 
increased since August Ist, and I have the further pleasure to inform 
you, that since the beginning of the year, the parents of the children 
have paid the small weekly charge so sapalente, as to justify the 
expectation that New-Fulnec school will support itself. Brother 
Davies has, in consequence, resigned its connection with the Ladies’ 
Negro Education Society, under whose kind and fostering care the 
school has hitherto been conducted. From New Fulnec I accom- 
panied Brother Davies to the spot of land, (about eleven acres, with a 
small building on it,) which we lately purchased for the very moderate 
sum of about 40/. sterling, intending to use it for a school and preach- 
ing place, It will take the place of Spring-field school, established 
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by Brother Scholefield about ten years ago, and is about seven or 
eight miles distant from New Fulnec and New Carmel. The place 
lies convenient for the distant members of both congregations, and in 
a district where many negroes are settling on small portions of land 
they lately purchased. 

“At New-Carmel, Brother and Sister Elliot are enjoying good 
health, and have their hands full of work, especially since Brother 
Vines removed to Mile Gully to assist Brother Scholefield in his en- 
feebled state of health. The congregation at New Carmel, as usual, 
fills both chapel and school-room; in the latter, Brother William 
Hamilton usually keeps the meetings. The day-school, opened 
there at the beginning of this year, appears to flourish, under a young 
man, the son of one of our helper Sisters, who was trained at the 
Mico Institutions in Kingston ; the school promises fair to support 
itself. There are about 100 children in attendance, among whom 
are a few older children from Mrs. Cooper's school at Cruse, and a 
number from Mrs. Scott’s school at Hopetown, both of which schools, 
owing to a variety of causes, are almost abandoned. Under less 
regular instruction than formerly, there are about 30 children still at 
the Cruse school, and not quite so many, I believe, at Hopetown. 
Brother Elliot bears testimony to the spiritual and moral state of the 
negroes having on the whole improved, rather than deterioratcd, as 
many assert. The industry and general good conduct of the people 
are, in his opinion, far more encouraging than many of the whites 
believe. It is not denied that some proprietors have suffered con- 
siderably by the change, and this we truly regret ; a short time will, 
we hope, enable them to carry on the business of their properties to 
more advantage. 

At Parker’s Bay, I spent three days with Brother and Sister Cole- 
man, including a Sabbath. The school is prospering, and the Sunday 
congregation numerous. The large, though not very substantial or 
well-finished, school-house, 60 by 30 feet, is nearly filled with atten- 
tive hearers, the great majority of whom are new people. There, too, 
the labor is not in vain. May the good seed of the Word spring up, 
and bring forth fruit plentifally. 

“On the 16th, at New-Carmel, I had the mournful satisfaction of 
officiating at the funeral of the second son of our friend Mr. Tom- 
linson, who, after a lingering illness of three weeks, departed on the 
preceding day. 

“ At Beaufort, I spent two days with Brother and Sister Pfeiffer, 
whose dwelling is now undergoing the necessary repairs, from want 
of which Sister P. suffers from rheumatic pains. It was pleasing 
there, too, to hear of the cheering state of the congregation. One day 
I accompanied Brother Pfeiffer to the school established four or five 
miles from the chapel, and I was gratified to find a good attendance 
of from 40 to 50 children. They are instructed by a worthy Sister 
of our church, though in a miserable cabin, which admits the rain 
in all directions. You will remember that we applied for a little aid 
to build a school-house there. The day-school at Beaufort is not very 
numerously attended, perhaps by from 35 ta 40 children; this arises 
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in part, no doubt, from a national school being kept in the vicinity, 


. which receives children gratis; and we now require a small remu- 


neration from the parents. 

“Here, at Irwin-Hill, the school-room will be finished in a few 
weeks, the roof being raised, and some of the windows put ia, already. 
After that, we hope to give increased efficiency to the school. The 
school at Tryall, I regret to say, is not yet in operation, for want of 
ateacher. The state of the congregation is pleasing, and, from time 
to time, additions are made to it. ‘The chapel is too small, and Brother 
Robbins is anxious to add about 20 feet. Mr. Hall has kindly inti- 
mated his intention of contributing something towards that object, if 
his crops will allow him to do so. Brother and Sister Robbins, I 
regret to say, remain in indifferent health; it would be well if they 
could have a little change. 

“The monthly contributions of our people will, I trust, be of con- 
siderable assistance to our Mission-funds. I can bear witness to tle 
cheerfulness with which most of them contribute, as God has blessed 
them.” 

“ Fairfield, May 24th, 1889. 

“You will be pleased to hear, that we have sent one of the 
young women brought up in the Refuge-school, and the Ladies’ So- 
ciety another, to the Mico training establishment in Kingston, and I 
have no doubt they will become very usefulteachers. The one whom 
we sent up is an orphan, but possesses some little property, which 
enabled her gnardian to pay for her at the Refuge ; the other, sent by 
the Ladies’ Society, is one of Lady Normanby’s proteges, who were 
saved from the wreck of a Portuguese schooner, when his Lordship 
was Governor of Jamaica. Both of them were in a very hopeful re- 
ligious state, and anxious to be useful to others. May the Lord carry 
on the good work He has begun in their hearts. The young man, a 
communicant member of our church, for whose liberation from ap- 
prenticeship our esteemed Bristol friends contributed so handsomely, 
is also gone up, and I doubt not will become very useful in the Lord’s 
house. The girls at the Refuge are, generally, in a satisfactory 
course; the seriousness manifested among them towards the close of 
last year, and which showed itself in their going out among the trees 
and rocks during the play-hours, to read the Bible, sing hymns, and 
pray together, has not altogether worn off, though some of the older 

girls have left the school. The number is, at this moment, reduced 
to twenty-two, but it will, no doubt, be raised again, especially as, by 
the completion of the new wing to the building, we could take as 
many as forty, when the new teacher comes. The funds for the cur- 
rent expenses are pretty good, but the erection of the new building 
has left a debt of 200/ currency, or 120/. sterling. 

“IT was gratified with an arrangement Brother Coleman had made 
in his Sunday-school, and have adopted it here, I think with happy 
results. From nine to ten o'clock the children meet, and with them 
such adalts as desire it, and form a Bible class. Those who can read 
have a short portion of Scripture, six or eight verses, given to them 
on the preceding Sabbath, which they commit to memory during the 
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week. In the Bible class, they repeat this portion, each individual 
saying one verse, so that you know who have learned the lesson, and 
who not. When this is done, they once more repeat the lesson col- 
lectively ; they are then catechized on it, and it is further explained. 
The new section is then pointed out, and carefully read over several 
times. From ten to eleven, those who cannot read are taught the 
portion, with some verses and a part of the entechions: By this ar- 
rangement, the very desirable end is obtained, that, during the week, 
attention is fixed on a passage of Holy Writ, which is impressed on 
the minds of a considerable number on the following Sunday, and no 
doubt acts on a still greater company as a useful leaven. We do not 
teach letters or spelling on the Sunday, as the people now have suffi- 
cient time during the week. 

“ An elderly female, who was present at the Bible class, came again 
on the following Sunday, and entreated that the Refuge children 
might repeat to her the parable of the Pharisee-and the Publican ; 
or, as she expressed herself, with great emphasis, of the man who 
could not raise up his eyes!” 

“ June 11th, 1839. Even when the Nazareth and the Savannah 
stations are permanently occupied, the congregation here will be far 
too large and scattered to be properly attended to by two couples. 
Think of a district near 20 miles long, and 12 broad, with a congrega- 
tion of near 3,000, including children, scattered over it! This is exclu- 
sive of Nazareth and the Savannah. Ido not plead my other official 
duties, as they are not necessarily connected with Fairfield, though 
they are, doubtless, an additional hinderance, and a serious one. You 
are aware that already, twelve years ago, we had an outpost at the 

lantation Isle. Owing to the property having passed into other 
ona and to other causes, we lost our opportunity of preaching 
there; and for nearly two years our people in that vicinity were 
without the convenience of a place for occasional worship. In the 
beginning of this year, however, Mr. M., who rented the property, 
allowed us the use of our old place at Isle. This is an old mill- 
house, which leaks like a sieve, and is open on three sides. We are 
thankful for even this accommodation, and attend there every other 
Sunday. It is ten miles from Fairfield, and is the spot I referred to 
for a school-house, in my letter of the 19th of March. We are 
anxious to have a settlement in that neighborhood, and intend to pur- 
chase some land, if we can get it at a reasonable rate. Before I men- 
tion our plan in detail, I will briefly state the necessity of such a step. 
You will allow that the congregation, as it at present exists, cannot 
be well attended to. Suppose we take no steps for an establishment 
there, the consequence will be—1. Imperfect instruction; 2. Irregu- 
lar and very detrimental failure of attendance on the means of grace; 
3. The gradual falling away of the young persons belonging to us. 
If we could be certain that these souls would be well attended to by 
cthers, it would be of less consequence ; but the adults are so attached 
to our church, that they prefer seeking instruction, irregular and im- 
perfect as it must be, at Fairfield, a distance of 15 or 18 mile s, rather 
than nearer home among other Christians, This attachment is not 
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likely to abate, and we cannot send them away ; I have, indeed, tried 
the latter expedient in several cases by strong persuasions, but they 
returned with imploring tears. Tu these persons we owe a sacred 
duty. An establishment near Isle would at once relieve Fairfield of 
a thousand souls. 

“ Now as to the method—Either we might buy some Jand, and go 
on with the building gradually, or purchase the land with house, &c., 
on itat once. In the latter case, if we could meet with such an offer, 
the immediate outlay would be considerable, say 600/. sterling ; but, 
in the end, it would effect a great saving. There is a good house in 
the vicinity, on which I have my eye. 

“I did not think I had so much to say, or I should have taken a 
larger sheet. A foolish report was spread among the credulous ne- 
groes, that the whites would attempt to reduce them to slav ery again ; 
and, in consequence, numbers have armed themselves with fowling- 
pieces. Our people about Nazareth believed this so firmly, that they 
might have got into serious difficulty had I not heard of it, and gone 
there to speak with the communicants, and disabuse their minds.” 


5. DANISH ISLANDS. 
EXTRACT OF LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MISSION-BOARD AT HERRNHUT. 


FROM BROTHER H. W. SYBRECHT,. 


* Friedensthal, in St. Croiz, June 22d, 1838. 


“From the 7th to the 27th of May, I was engaged in a visit, 

my wife, to our several stations in the neighboring islands of S 
Thomas and St. Jan, where, I am thankful to say, we found all our 
Brethren and Sisters in good health. We sailed from hence in a 
little sloop at an early hour on the first- mentioned day, and reached 
Emmaus in St. Jan by 2 o'clock in the afternoon. ‘There we re- 
mained four days, and made ourselves, as far as possible, acquainted 
with the spiritual and temporal state of the Mission at this place. It 
was a matter of joy to us to learn, that not only among the negroes, 
both bond and free, new life from above was pe reeptible, but likewise 
that many of the white people had been awakened and led to seek 
the salvation of their souls; their diligent attendance on the means 
of grace affording an encouraging token of their sincerity. At 
Bethany we staid ‘three days, and found not only love and unity pre- 
vailing among the Mission-family, but also genuine simplicity of heart 
among the members of the negro flock. The buildings injured by 
the hurricane were nearly all restored, and many of them entirely 
renewed. On the 14th, we took our passage in the sailing boat be- 
longing to Emmaus, from the west end of St. Jan to St. T homas, and 
reached New Herrnhut about noon. Both here and throughout the 
island we observed melancholy traces of the desolation caused by the 
hurricane of last year, and missed not a few faithful members of our 
church, personally known to us, who had departed this life in con- 
sequence of injuries received, or sufferings endured, by means of this 
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visitation of Providence. Having twice spent a short time at Niesky, 
we proceeded to Friedensberg in St. Croix, accompanied by Brother 
and Sister Mentzel, who were appointed to the service of that station, 
and thence by way of Friedensfeld to our place of residence at Frie- 
densthal, where we arrived in safety on the 28th of May. In our 
own congregation we experience much both of joy and sorrow. 
Many new people are constantly coming to us, especially such as 
have been baptized as children by our predecessors, requesting to be 
instructed, and admitted to our fellowship. On the 17th of this month, 
being our prayer-day, an aged Guinea negro, above 70 years old, 
was baptized. He was deeply affected, and could not find words to 
express his gratitude for the mercy which the Lord had shown to 
him; he assured us, however, of his earnest desire to love above all 
things and cleave closely to that Saviour, who had loved him and 
washed him from his sins in his precious blood. On the same oeca- 
sion, 7 adults were received into the congregation, and 3 re-admitted. 
Our Sunday serviees are better attended than formerly, and we trust 
our gracious Lord, in answer to our prayers, will be pleased tc excite 
in the hearts of the negro population around us, a more intense 
hunger afier the bread of life, and at the same time infuse a larger 
measure of divine life into the members of our own flocks by the 
operation of his Holy Spirit.” 


FROM BROTHER 8S. FREYTAG, 


“ Niesky, in St. Thomas, June 29th, 1838, 


“As the negroes in these islands are required by law to care for 
. the building and repair of their own houses, we cannot wonder that 
this circumstance operates at present unfavorably for their attendance 
on the means of grace, many being hereby prevented coming to 
church. Nevertheless, the Spirit of God brings his testimony of the 
truth home to many a heart; whereof we have frequent and en- 
couraging proofs; and on several plantations, awakenings have taken 
place, in consequence of which, both heathen and nominally Christian 
negroes have been earnestly entreating to be admitted to our fellow- 
ship, promising to be faithful to the Saviour. As the majority per- 
severe in attending the services at our church, and come frequent] 

of an evening after the conclusion of their daily toil, though they 
have a great distance to travel, and by difficult mountain paths, we 
can hardly question the sincerity of the profession which they make. 
It is also worthy of remark, that of late a considerable number of 
persons who had professed to belong to other denominations, and 


especially to the Roman Catholic Church, have joined our Com- 
munion.” 
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{From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.) 
Ill. SURINAM. 


Tue following letter, from Brother J. Rud. Passavant, the cs- 
teemed superintendent of the Surinam Mission, gives some new and 
interesting particulars of the spread of the Gospel among the plant- 
ation-negroes in that populous colony. To those whose attention has 
been drawn to the reviving zeal of the Romish Church in the old 
world, and the spirit of proselytism which, for some years past, has 
marked its proceedings, it will not appear surprising, that an attempt 
should be made by the adherents of that faith in Guiana to supplant 
our Brethren in one of those promising fields of labor which have 
of late been opened to them. We trust, however, that they will be 
graciously supported, and enabled by patient continuance in well- 
doing, by the exhibition of a meek and quiet spirit, and by the fear- 
less proclamation of the truth as it is in Jesus, to approve themselves 
as the faithful servants and witnesses of Jesus Christ. 


LETTER FROM BROTHER J. R. PASSAVANT. 


“ Parimaribo, June 2d, 1839. 

“ Dear BrotHer,—Before these lines can reach your hand, you 
will doubtless have received intelligence of the severe attacks of ill- 
ness from which I have been suffering for upwards of a year past, 
and which have compelled me at length to solicit permission to return 
to Europe. Although a few months’ residence in the country tended 
materially to the recruiting of my strength and the improvement 
of my general health, it did not relieve me from the asthmatic affec- 
tion which constitutes my chief infirmity, and renders me unfit for 
active service, by depriving me of the ability, not merely of moving 
about, but even of taking part in ordinary conversation. You may 
readily believe, that I grieve inexpressibly at the prospect of retire- 
ment from the service of this flourishing Mission, and of bidding 
adieu to my Brethren and Sisters, and the negro congregation, 
among whom I have lived and labored for a number of years, in the 
spirit of mutual love and confidence. As long as I remain a pilgrim 
here on earth, they may rest assured that my affectionate sympathy 
and fervent prayers will attend them. You are probably aware that 
it is not only the congregation in and near the town of Paramaribo 
which continues to increase, but likewise, and in a still greater de- 
gree, the widely scattered flock committed to our charge on a host of 
plantations. It is a subject of thankfulness and delight to have been 
permitted to behold such a period in the history of this Mission. 
‘All the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord,’ is the 
promise given to us in Holy Writ, and as we believe that the promise 
applies also to this long benighted region, we cannot but rejoice to 
behold here also the beginning of its fulfilment. 

“It has afforded us much pleasure to observe, that in the further- 
ance of the work in which we are engaged, your countrymen, who 
are almost exclusively the proprietors of the district on the upper and 
lower Nickery, are by no means backward. In the upper district, 
they have given us free access to all their plantations, (the population 
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of the lower has been for many years under the spiritual care of a 
Missionary of the Rotterdam society,) and have further engaged to 
promote our efforts in a way which is peculiarly acceptable to us, 
viz., by the erection of a church, in a central position, to which the 
negroes from all the surrounding estates may have ready access. Of 
these negroes it is proposed that we should have a kind of parochial 
charge, whereby our labors among them will be materially facilitated. 
The dweiling-house intended for the resident Missionary is already 
in progress, so that we may hope the station will soon be permanently 
occupied. The estates, for whose immediate benefit it is to be formed, 
are 20 in number; the expense will fall somewhat heavily upon 
each; but though the whole of the required amount has not been 
raised, the proprietors hope that, by the assistance of their friends in 
Great Britain, they will ere long obtain it. It is worthy of notice, 
that in this undertaking our chief opponents are the Roman Catholics, 
who seem bent on doing all in their power to wrest this conquest out 
of our hands. The Romish priest who found his way into this dis- 
trict, after we had been invited to it, has already made an offer to 
build a church at his own expense for the use of the negro population, 
if they may be committed to his pastoral care; nevertheless, we are 
not disposed to be daunted by his opposition, but are prepared to enter 
on the work, which our Lord appears to have assigned to us, in re- 
liance on His gracious help and support. And meanwhile we venture 
to hope that the zeal and liberality of the Roman Catholics, in the 
promotion of their own cause, will rouse their fellow-subjects to like 
exertion; for it would be a subject of lasting regret, if the present 
favorable disposition of the negroes to receive religious instruction 
were to be either neglected or turned to evil account. 

“Last year, while I was lying sick in the country, I received, 
through the medium of a letter from Brother Garve, of Zeyst, a 
brotherly salutation from that esteemed servant of God, Dr. Steinkopff, 
a friend associated with the earliest recollections of my paternal 
home ; and endeared to me by the intercourse I was favored to have 
with him, in after years, on occasion of his successive visits to Basle. 
He was so good as to make inquiries, on behalf of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, respecting the expediency of publishing a 
new and revised edition of the Negro English Testament. We have 
already stated in reply, that we should be truly thankful for such a 
boon, and are diligently engaged in the revision and improvement of 
the existing version, the only one, as you are well aware, which eS 
generally understood by the negroes in this colony. Some yea 
ago we had the favor to receive from the same Society a leslie 
present of Bibles and Testaments in different languages, of which we 
have endeavored to make good use. One circumstance connected 
with their distribution made at the time a deep impression on my 
mind, so much so that I cannot help here relating it. Being desirous 
to visit a sick woman, who lived in a remote and little frequented 
part of the town, I repaired to her dwelling one morning at an early 
hour. On my first entrance into the house, I perceived that I had 
been sent, not merely to the poor patient, but aJso to another, of whom 
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I had no previous knowledge. An English settler, an artisan, who 


-had found his chief employment on the neighboring plantations, 


stepped up to me and entered into conversation with me. His whole 
aspect and manner were those of a man driven to desperation, and 
meditating evil against himself. I found that he had formed one of 
those unlawful connections which are here, unhappily, so prevalent; 
and that the female, with whom he had been living, had just deserted 
him, carrying with her nearly all he possessed. I represented tu the 
unfortunate man that, in circumstances like his, better comfort was to 
be found than the bottle of brandy that stood before him, and directed 
him to Jesus, the only Saviour of the lost, who can give both re- 
pentance and remission of sins, to such who feel their guilt and 
misery. He listened with readiness and attention to what I said, and 
thankfully accepted a New Testament in his own language, which I 
put into his hand. The storm of passion and despair, in which I 
found him, by the Lord’s blessing, was allayed ; and, though I never 
heard of the poor man again, I am encouraged to believe, that my 
meeting with him on the occasion referred to was by a epecial provi- 
dence of God, and that an abiding good effect was produced on his 
mind. 

“ About the same time that we received the above-mentioned supply 
of Bibles and Testaments, a vessel arrived in this port from Cayenne; 
by the return of which we had an opportunity of sending some copies 
of the French Scriptures for distribution, and likewise some tracts in 
the same language. The Danish sailors, who are often found on 
board of Dutch vessels, we have also sought to benefit in a similar 
way: nor have the German soldiers, who constitute nearly one half 
of the military force of this colony, been neglected. The religious 
tracts which have been placed at different times at our disposal, are 
valuable auxiliaries to the copies of the Word of God we have been 
favored to circulate. With reference to the tracts, I will here take 
the liberty of observing, that a greater service would be done us, by 
a greater variety of tracts than we have hitherto received: instead of 
109 copies of one tract, 20 copies of five would be acceptable, as the 
number of readers to whom we have access, is not very large. We 
should, also, be much obliged by a few dozen copies of Luther’s Ger- 
man Testament in a small form, this edition being most convenient 
for the use of the soldiers. Whatever is sent to us, can only be sent 
direct by the way of Amsterdam. 

“TL have requested the treasurer of our Missions to pay over to you 
the sum of 84 florins, on account of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, being the amount received for copies of the Negro-English 
Testament. This sum you will have the goodness to hend over to 
the committee of that valuable institution, with the renewed ex- 
pression of our cordial gratitude for their Christian liberality to us. 

“ The 7th of July is fixed for the commencement of our homeward 
voyage. Remember us in your intercessions at the throne of Grace, 
and include in your prayers the dear negro flock whom we leave 


behind, and whose spiritual prosperity will ever be an object of the 
deepest interest to us.” 


MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS 


|From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.} 


IV. Memotr OF BROTHER JOHN HASTING, FORMERLY MISSIONARY IN 
LABRADOR, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE AT NIESKY, OCTOBER 31, 1836. 


[Written by his Widow.} 


My late husband left behind him no record of his course through 
time, and the numerous experiences which he made, during his 
long pilgrimage, of the grace and mercy of his Lord and Saviour. 
When I pressed him on the subject, his answer was, “ There is 
nothing in regard to me or my life on earth, worth recording. If 
any thing has been done through me, it is my Saviour’s work alone, 
and to Him alone be the glory, whose mercy and faithfulness have 
led me throughout my pilgrimage. In myself, I see nothing but 
mistakes and short-comings, and, when admitted to His presence, 
my only plea will be— 


‘ Here comes a sinner, who would fain, 
Through the Lamb’s ransom entrance gain.’ ” 


He was born March 18th, 1762, at Sornzig, near Hochkirch, in 
Upper Lusatia. His parents were in close connection with the 
Brethren’s Church, and.meetings were held in their house. Being 
very desirous that their children should be brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, they sent their son, in his sixth year, 
to the school established at Kleinwelke. 

He often called to mind the gracious drawings of the Holy Spirit 
which he there experienced, and the blessing which he derived from 
the prayer-days for the children, and other festivals. At the end of 
five years, his parents took him from school, on account of his 
delicate state of health. This was a great trial to him, and he 
prayed very fervently to the Lord, that He would open a way for 
him to return to a congregation of the Brethren. Nor was it 
long before his wish was realized, by his being apprenticed to the 
joiners’ business at Herrnhut. Here he was soon received into the 
congregation, but had to wait three years for admission to the Holy 
Communion,—an interval, however, which was not unblessed to his 
soul. While the congregation were assembled at the Lord’s table, 
he and some other youths were wont to meet for prayer, imploring 
the Lord to manifest Himself likewise to their souls. And during 
his early years in general, the Spirit of God was at work within him, 
and filled him with. deep concern for his eternal welfare. When, on 
one occasion, he was unbosoming himself on this subject to his 
superior, the Jate Brother Gneuss, the latter knelt down with him 
and offered up a fervent prayer in his behalf, which was indelibly 
impressed on his mind. 

After his entrance into the company of single Brethren, he felt 
an impulse to serve the Lord amongst the Heathen, which, however, 
he cherished for some time in secret. Meanwhile, he learned 
English from a retired Missionary, along with eleven other young 
Brethren, all of whom, he remarked, with one exception, were sub- 
sequently called into active service. - 
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January 15th, 1786, he received a proposal to engage in the ser- 


vice of the Labrador Mission, which he accepted in humble faith, 


and arrived at Nain, September 8th. He soon became attached to 
the Esquimaux, and bestowed great pains on the acquisition of the 
lanzuage. But the prospects of the Mission were, at that time, far 
from cheering ; the labor of the Brethren appeared to be lost, and 
their hope of achieving any thing for their Lord amongst the Es- 
quimaux, was often exchanged for despondency. They had, besides, 
many temporal difficulties to struggle with, and no small toil to un- 
dergo, especially in winter, when they had to drag their firewood 
from the thickets through deep snow, sometimes at the hazard of 
their lives, my husband, on one of these expeditions, having, in a 
dense fog, been nearly precipitated into the sea with his sledge. At 
this period of difficulty and self-denial, he often moistened with his 
tears the caves of Labrador; and he ever after thought with sym- 
pathy on those single Brethren who had to encounter similar trials. 
The annual letters of the Elders’ Conference of the Unity were 
very cunsolatory to him at this season, and he referred with pleasure 
to the lines quoted in one of them, as peculiarly appropriate :— 


“To Him who chose us for his own, 
Our wants and cares are fully known.” 


In the year 1794, he was called to Okkak, and, during a vjsit 
which he paid to Europe in 1800, we were united in holy matrimony 
at Kleinwelke. After he had been ordained a deacon in the Breth- 
ren’s Church, we set out on our journey, March 31st, and reached 
Okkak, August 25th, where he resumed his duties with fresh ardor. 
In 1804, we removed to Nain ; and, in the following year, had the 
pleasure to be witnesses of the powerful awakening which then took 
place amongst the Esquimaux. Jt was, in truth, a blessed time, 
when one after another was laid hold on by Divine grace, and came 
to us weeping, with the inquiry, “ What must I do to be saved? ” 
A living flock of the Lord was now gathered round us, and the 
Spirit’s mighty influence pervaded all hearts. 

In 1810, we removed to Hopedale ; and, in 1813, paid a visit to 
Europe, in order to take our youngest son to school. The state of 
affairs on the continent, however, rendered our entering Germany 
impracticable, and we were obliged to stay in England over the 
winter. Our eldest son was already in Fulneck school, and we left 
his younger brother there likewise, when we returned in the follow- 
ing spring to Labrador, cheered and refreshed by the kindness 
shown us by our brethren and sisters, and friends in England. But 
the health of my dear husband now began to fuil, and though a 
partial restoration took place, so that he could prosecute his labors 
for a time, by the Lord’s help, we were at length under the neces- 
sity of requesting our dismission, his spirits having become affected, 
and no medical aid being to be had in Labrador. It was a painful 
separation, from our dear fellow-laborers and Esquimaux, when we 
set sail for England, October Ist, 1817. Our stay in London, which 
Vor. VII—11. 
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we reached on the last of the month, was protracted, partly by the 
ill health of our children, and partly for want of sailing opportuni- 
ties, till the 10th of December. We recognised it as a remarkable 
preservation, that a vessel which had sailed a week earlier, and had 
gone down near Coxhaven, had declined taking any passengers. 
We were, however, exposed to a severe trial, being ourselves 
wrecked in the evening of December 19th. The ca»tain’s avarice 
had led him to forego the assistance of a pilot, and our ship struck 
on a sand-bank with so violent a crash, that we exy-ected to sink 
every moment. Falling on our knees, we commended our souls 
to God, and were favored with a powerful perception of his peace. 
The captain, who was conscious of being the cause of this disaster, 
cried out in a tone of despair, “ The Almighty well knows how to 
punish him who provokes His anger.” Measures were now re- 
sorted to in order to lighten the ship which had sprung a consider- 
able leak, and had already seven teet water in the hold, and all 
hands were summoned to the pumps. In this critical and anxious 
condition we continued the whole of the day following, till, on the 
morning of the 21st, the storm and sleet abated, and the captain 
went on Shore in the small boat. Several boats came alongside at 
daybreak, in one of which we reached land, in the afternoon of the 
224d, filled with gratitude to our God and Saviour for the preserva- 
tion we had experienced. 

After staying three weeks at Altona, we continued our journey to 
Herrnhut, where we arrived February 10th, 1818 During our 
res:dence with our relatives at Kleinwelke, my hus! and’s health was 
so much improved, that he felt no hesitation in accepting a cull to 
serve the society at Breslau in Silesia. June 14th, we were wel- 
comed by them most cordially, and the Lord raised up many friends 
both in town and country, who took a lively interest in the Mis- 
sionary cause. ‘The welfare of his dear Esquimaux lay very near 
his heart, and he sought to maintain the bond of love with them by 
regular correspondence. He derived much pleasure from a yearly 
visit to Stonsdorf, the seat of Count Henry the 28th Reuss, with 
whom he formed a connection, which subsequently ripened into the 
closest intimacy, and was ouly severed by the decease of the latter 
in April, 1835. ‘The happiness of being at home with the Lord had 
latterly formed a frequent topic of their conversation with each other. 

In 1824, we removed to Niesky, to take charge of the society in 
the vicinity of that settlement, and thus had the pleasure once more 
to participate in the privileges enjoyed by the members of our con- 
gregations. In December of this year, my husband travelled to 
Berlin, in order to see an Esquimaux, who had been brought over 
by the captain of an American vesse!. Great was the joy on both 
sides, when he recognised in him one of his former pupils at Hope- 
dale. But his endeavors to assist him in returaing to his native 
country were ineffectual.* In visiting the souls committed to his 





* The history of this young man, whose name was Niakundtok, was briefly the 
following. ~After attending the school at Hopedale.for scveral years, he removed 


yore 





f 












































. 
i. i a 


m!m 


~~ ene-_e rns -«, 


= O& ewan 3 Oa oe @ 


..- th oo 


—=— —- . 


~~ =a Shee 














































eee 


—_ nes 


MEMOIR OF BROTHER HASTINGS. 83 


care, he often exerted himself beyond his strength, and when I could 


- no longer share in the fatigues of his journeys, Brother Von Bilow 


offered his services, and proved a valuable companion to him. In 
1835, he visite | his children at Gnadenfrey, for the last time, calling 
on several esteemed friends on the road. 

January 15ta following, being the anniversary of his call to the 
service of the Lord 50 years ago, he was much affected by the re- 
trospect of all the mercies which had been vouchsafed to him during 
that period. In June, he was suddenly taken ill, while on a visit at 
Seidenborg, but recovered so far that he could proceed to Herrnhut 
in July, where he met with many of his personal friends assembled 
at the Synod, and was particularly glad to meet with several Brethren 
and Sisters from England. There was, however, a striking altera- 





to the south with his mother, and was thus brought early into contact with his 
heathen countrymen, and with the European settlers who have long frequented that 
part of the coast of Labrador. It was here that the American captain, alluded to in 
the narrative, met with him, and induced him to consent to being exhibited,—first in 
the United States, and subsequently in England, and on the continent of Europe. 
The endeavors of several Christian philanthropists in New-York to obtain his re- 
lease by legal means having failed, he was brought to London in the spring of 
1823. Here he was visited, among others, by Brother L. Morhardt, whose scholar 
he had been at Hopedale, and to whom he expressed himself in a manner which 
encouraged the belief, that the early religious instruction he had received, had not 
been altogether without spiritual fruit. In confirmation of this opinion,.mav be 
adduced the following extract of a letter which he gave Brother Morhardt, with a 
request that he would convey it to his sister in Labrador .—* I who write this am 
the man Niakunétok, and am in England. I am very thankful that 1 have heard 
from Arvetok, (Hl pedale,) by Lewis (Brother Morhardt,) because I am now living 
quite alone. It goes very well with me. [have left my mother two years ago, and 
as | understand the words spoken here but very little, | am not able to speak much 
with others, * * * There are here as many Kablunaet (Europeans) as the 
sand, for, indeed, they are not to be numbered. I am thankful that 1 have heard of 
you. It is a matter of thankfulness that we have a Saviour. I salute you all 
heartily. It is to »e wished that we may all, both you and J, keep to that which is 
good, throughout our whole life, even until death. I am Niakunétok: Yes, 
certainly.” 

After going the round of the principal cities of Germany, he arrived at Strasburg, 
with his conductor, where he departed this life, after a short illness. 

It may not be » rinteresting to record, that, while in Dresden, he was introduced 
to the venerable <ing of Saxony, Frederic Augustus, by whose desire, Brother 
Kohlmeister, who had lately returned from his service of above 30 years in the 
Labrador Mission, ws also present as interpreter. Having put va:ious questions 
to Niakunétok rel itive to his country, its inhabitants, and the Brethren’s Mission, 
all which he answered with much freedom and intelligence, the King expressed a 
Wish to hear a passage of Scripture, or a portion of a hymn, in his native language. 
The Esquimaux readily complied, and recited very correctly, the verse— 


The Saviour’s blood and righteousness, 
My beauty are, my glorious dress ; 
Thus well arrayed, Ineed not fear, 
When in His presence, I appear. 


As soon as he had finished, Brother Kohlmeister repeated the verse in the 
original German, with a cheerful solemnity of manner, which testified that the 
lines contained his own confession of faith, and that he rejoiced to have an oppor- 
tunity of w.tiessing it even before kings,—the aged monarch meanwhile listening 
with devout attention, and reverently bowing his head, as if assenting to the truth 
thus emphatically brought before him. 
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tion in his appearance, which rendered it probable that the end of 
his pilgrimage was approaching. August 21st, he held his last dis- 
course at Gorlitz, closing with an impressive prayer, in which he 
commended his little flock collected in that place to the blessing of 
the Lord. 

August 29th, he had an apoplectic seizure, followed by a slow 
fever and a troublesome cough, which allowed him little rest. He 
now looked forwards to his departure, and took leave of his children, 
who had come over from Gnadenfrey, with a heartfelt exhortation 
to them to cleave to the Lord with full purpose of heart. October 
23d, after some appearance of amendment, which almost en- 
couraged me to hope that he might be preserved to me a while 
longer, the fever and cough returned with greater violence, and 
baffled all the means which could be suggested. It was apparent 
the Lord was hastening his dissolution, and to this he was perfectly 
resigned, saying, * His will be done.” During the delirium of his 
last days, his mind was often occupied with imaginery visits to the 
dispersed Brethren and Sisters. On the 31st, his departure was 
evidently drawing near. Seeing my tears, he directed me for con- 
solation to the Saviour, as a Friend who would never leave me. 
The blessing of the Lord having been imparted to him, under a 
sweet perception of the Divine presence, he slumbered, like a 
weary child, till towards evening, when he breathed his last during 
the singing of a hymn. 

The following testimonial is subjoined by the ministering servants 
of the congregation at Niesky :— 

Our late Brother walked among us as a sincere disciple and 
servant of the Lord,—as a pardoned sinner, who had found rest and 
peace for his soul by faith in Christ’s atonement, and who delighted 
to make known to others the Saviour who had done so much for 
him. His character was marked by great tenderness of feeling, 
which often, doubtless, gave great effect to his testimony in the 
course of his official labors. ‘The blessing which the Lord laid upon 
his activity will long be thankfully remembered, especially by our 
country Brethren and Sisters, whom he so faithfully served. 

He attained to the age of seventy-four years and seven months. 


(From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.)} 


V. AccounT OF THE LABORS OF THE BRETHREN’S CHURCH AMONGST 
THE NEGRO SLAVES IN THE UNITED STATES OF NOKTH-AMERICA. 


Extracted from the Report of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel among the 
Heathen, at Salem, North-Curolina, October 5th, 1837. 

A HUNDRED years have now elapsed since the Renewed Church of 
the Brethren first attempted to communicate the Gospel to the many 
thousand negroes of our land. In 1737, Count Zinzendorf paid a 
visit to London, and formed an acquaintance with General Ogle- 
thorpe and the Trustees of Georgia, with whom he conferred on the 
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subject of the Mission to the Indians which the Brethren had already 
established in that colony.* Some of these gentlemen were Asso- 
ciates under the will of Dr. Bray, who had left funds to be devoted 
to the conversion of the negro slaves in South-Carolina, and they 
solicited the Count to procure them some Missionaries for this pur- 
pose. On his objecting that the Church of England might hesitate to 
recognise the ordination of the Brethren’s Missionaries, they referred 
the question to the Archbishop of Canterbury, (Dr. Potter,) who gave it 
as his opinion—* That the Brethren, being members of an Episcopal 
Church, whose doctrines contained nothing repugnant to the Thirty- 
nine Articles, ought not to be denied free access to the Heathen.” ¢ 
This declaration not only removed all hesitation from the minds of 
the Trustees as to the present application, but opened the way for 
the labors of the Brethren amongst the slave population of the 
British West Indies,—a great and blessed work, which has, by the 
gracious help of God, gone on increasing even to the present day.t 
The same year, Brother Peter Boehler was deputed to commence 
the desired Mission, with Brother George Schulius as his assistant. 
They set out, by way of London, in February, 1738, and repaired, 
in the first instance, to Georgia, hoping to be provided with means 
for the prosecution of their journey, by the colony of the Brethren 
already established there. Obstacles, however, being interposed 
through the interested views of certain individuals, ‘this Mission 
failed, and our Brethren, settling at Purisbury, took charge of the 
Swiss colonists and their children in that town, Georgia not 
being at that period a slave holding state. In 1739, Schulius de. 
parted this life. Peter Boehler emigrated, in 1740, to Pennsylvania, 
with the whole Georgian colony, of which he was minister, because 
they were required to bear arms in the war against the Spaniards, 
which had recently broken out. In 1747 and 1748, some Brethren 
belonging to Bethlehem undertook several long and difficult journeys 
through Maryland, Virginia, and the borders of North-Carolina, in 
order to preach the Gospel to the negroes, who, generally speaking, 
received it with eagerness. Various proprietors, however, avowing 
their determination not to suffer strangers to instruct their negroes, 
as they had their own ministers, whom they paid for that purpose, our 
Brethren ceased from their efforts. It appears from the letters of 
Brother Spangenberg, who spent the greater part of the year 1749 
at Philadelphia, and preached the Gospel to the negroes in that city, 
that the labors of the Brethren amongst them were not entirely 


* In the year 1735. The establishment of this Mission was the means of bring- 
ing the Brethren into close acquaintance with those eminent servants of God, John 
and Charles Wesley. For particulars, the reader is referred to the various memoirs 
of Mr. Wesley, and to the interesting work, published in the course of the present 
year, by the Rev. T. Jackson, president of the Methodist Conference, entitled “‘ The 
Centenary of Wesleyan Methodism.” 

+ See Crantz’s History of the Brethren, p. 213.—Ed. 

t See Brief Narrative of the Origin and Progress of the Church of the United 
Brethren, (commonly called Moravians,) and of its recognition by the Church and 
Government of England, (issued by the London Association in aid of the Brethren’s 
Missions. )— Ed. 
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fruitless. Thus he writes in 1751 :—*On my arrival in Philadel- 
phia, | saw numbers of negroes still buried in all their native igno- 
rance and darkness, and my soul was grieved for them. Soon aiter, 
some of them came to me, requesting instruction, at the same time 
acknowledging their ignorance in the most affecting manner. They 
begged that a weekly sermon might be delivered expressly for their 
benefit. I complied with their request, and confined myself to the 
most essential truths of Scripture. Upwards of 70 negroes attended 
on these occasions, several of whom were powerfully awakened, ap- 
plied for further instruction, and expressed a desire to be united to 
Christ and His church by the sacrament of baptism, which was ac- 
cordingly administered to them.” 

At the Provincial Synod, which was held in Pennsylvania in 1747, 
Brother Christian Fréhlich was commissioned to take charge ef the 
negrves of New York, who had evinced a great desire for the Gos- 
pel, and of whom several had been already won for the Redeemer, 
by means of their attendance on the ministry of the Word. In 
1751, he visited the scattered negroes in New-Jersey, by whom he 
was every where received with joy, and preached Christ crucified to 
a hundred of them at once with considerable effect, besides con- 
versing with them at their work. 

A painting is preserved at Bethlehem, in which the eighteen first- 
fruits from the heathen, who had been brought to Christ by the in. 
strumentality of the Brethren, and had departed in the faith, prior to 
the year 1747, are represented, dressed in their native costume, and 
standing before the throne of Christ with paims in their hands, with 
the inscription beneath, “These were redeemed from among men, 
being the first-fruits unto God and to the Lamb.” (Rev. xiv. 4.) 
Amongst the number are Johannes, a negro of South-Carolina, and 
Jupiter, a negro from New-York. The, graves of negro Brethren 
and Sisters, who have died in the Lord, are also met with in several 
of our burial-grounds in the North American congregations. 

At the request of Mr. Knox, the English Secretary of State, an 
attempt was made to evangelize the negroes of Georgia. In 1774, 
the Brethren Lewis Maller of the academy at Niesky, and George 
Wagner, were called to North-America, and, in the year following, 
having been joined by Brother Andrew Broesing, of North-Carolina, 
they took up their abode at Knoxborough, a plantation so called from 
its proprietor, the gentleman above mentioned. They were, how- 
ever, almost constant sufferers from the fever which prevailed in 
those parts, and Miller finished his course in the October of the 
same year. He had preached the Gospel with acceptance to both 
whites and blacks, yet without any abiding result. The two remain. 
ing Brethren being called upon to bear arms on the breaking out of 
the war of independence, Broesing repaired to Wachovia, in North- 
Carolina, and Wagner set out, in 1779, for England. In later years, 
Brother Nathaniel Brown preached the Gospel to the negroes of 
Staten-Island, and Brother Frederick Schlegel to those of Maryland, 
not without blessing. 

On settling of the Brethren in Wachoviayit was their most cher- 
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ished object to communicate the Gospel, both to the Indians on the 
borders of the Southern States, und to the negro population of those 
states, amounting to several thousands, especially to such as resided 
in the neighborhood of our congregations, hoping that they might be 
favored to gather from among them a reward for the travail of the 
Redeemer’s soul. Special meetings were, accordingly, commenced 
at Hope aad Bethany, and elsewhere in the neighborhood of Salem ; 
and the negroes, who are numerous in those districts, were, in gene- 
ral, diligent in attending them. ‘The various ministers stationed at 
Salem, the late Brethren Fritz, Kramsch, Wohlfahrt, Abraham 
S:einer, and their wives, interested themselves with particular affec- 
tion for the spiritual welfare of the negrovs in their vicinity, and the 
Lord so blessed their labors to the hearts of many, that they could 
be admitted to a participation of the Lord’s Supper. .A thankful 
remembrance of their faithful services is still retained by the negroes. 

Jn the prosecution of the Mission amongst the Cherokees, and in 
the attempt to establish one amongst the Creek Indians, the negroes 
dispersed among them were not furgotten. Our Brethren at Spring. 
place had the gratification of baptizing the firstling of these negroes, 
July 29th, 1827. He was a native African of the Tjamba tribe, and 
was baptized into the death of Jesus by the name of Christian Jacob, 
continuing faithful to his Christian profescion till his happy end. In 
January, 1822, a Female Auxiliary to the Missionary Society was 
formed at Salem, and, at their special request, an attempt was made 
to collect the negroes into a separate congregation of their own,—a 
plan which had, indeed, long been an object of desire. Brother 
Abraham Steiner was commissioned to make a commencement of 
the work, by holding a monthly preaching on a plantation about 
three miles distant from Salem, where the negro communicants re- 
sided. At his first sermon there, March 24th, 1822, more than fifty 
black and colored people were present. After a fervent prayer, he 
discoursed on the words of our Saviour, “ The Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which was lost.” With this monthly preach. 
ing, which was well attended by the negroes, catechetical instruction 
in the great truths of our religion was combined. May 19th, the 
Lord’s Supper was celebrated with the three persons who were 
already communicants, as the first fruits of this infant negro flock. 
Great stillness and devotion continued to mark the attendance of the 
negroes at divine worship, yet few sought for closer fellowship, so 
that this little flock has never to the present day, numbered more 
than twenty members. 

A negro chapel was built in 1823, at the expense of the Female 
Auxiliary, and consecrated by Brother Benade, the resident Bishop, 
December 28th, in the presence of near a hundred negroes and 
colored people, and many members of the congregation at Salem. 
This was followed by the baptism of a married negro woman, and 
the solemnities of the day were closed by a cheerful !ove-feast, at 
which the object of our covenant was explained, and two negroes 
were received into the congregation. It was a day of blessing for the 

negroes, many of whom seemed to be deeply affected. Having now 
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a place of worship of their own, the meetings could be better adapted 
to their circumstances. Several Sisters otfered themselves to keep 
a Sunday school for their benefit, and it was diligently frequented, 
not only by children, but also by adults. This hopeful project was 
soon, however, painfully interrupted by a law which passed the Le. 
gislature of North-Carolina, forbidding any school instruction to be 
imparted to the negroes,—a prohibition which likewise operated 
very injuriously on their attendance at the meetings. May 22d, 1833, 
the negroes were called to mourn over the loss of their faithful and 
much-loved pastor, Brother Abraham Steiner, and his place was 
supplied by Brother John Renatus Schmidt. 

For the last year or two, they have manifested a greater desire for 
the word of life, and visited the house of God more diligently, and 
our testimony to the sufferings and death of Jesus appears to find 
more entrance into their hearts. In the private meetings of the 
little negro flock, and particularly at the celebration of the Holy 
Communion, the peace of God is powerfully perceptible. ‘The com. 
pany of emancipated negroes, upwards of twenty in number, who 
sailed last year for Liberia, on the western coast of Africa, had all 
been diligent attendants on our mectings and former Sunday school, 
and one of them was a communicant member of our flock. At 
parting, they declared with tears, that nothing grieved them so much 
as the loss of these privileges. They promised to devote themselves 
to the Lord Jesus, and to remain faithful to Him. In the 14 years 
which have elapsed since their church was dedicated, 10 adults and 
73 children have been baptized, and 8 received into the congrega- 
tion. The little flock consists, at present, of 17 adult members, 10 
of whom are communicants. J. Ren. Scumipr. 





(From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 


VI. LABRADOR. 


On the 20th of October, the Harmony returned in safety to her 
anchorage in the Thames, after a voyage marked by many tokens 
of the providential goodness and protecting care of our Heavenly 
Father, which the members of the Society for the Furtherance of 
the Gospel desire devoutly and gratefully to acknowledge. On the 
13th of June, she sailed from Horselydown ; and, on the 21st of July, 
she fell in with the first fields of ice, about 100 miles from the coast 
of Labrador. These floating barriers followed each other in so 
rapid a succession, and were at times so firmly compacted together, 
that the vessel liad the utmost difficulty in forcing a passage through 
them. Having at length, through the divine blessing, surmounted 
the obstacles to her progress, she entered the bay of Hopedale on the 
2d of August. Hence she proceeded to the more northern stations, 
reaching Nain on the 20th of August, Okkak on the 31st, and Hebron 
on the 15th of September. Owing to the unfavorable state of the 
wind and the weather, her progress along the coast was tedious, and, 
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before she could reach her anchoring-ground at Hebron, she had to 


- encounter a severe gale, which kept her out at sea for three days. 


On finally quitting the coast of Labrador, on the 28th of September, 
she had a quick and prosperous passage across the Atlantic, per- 
forming in about three weeks the same distance which, on her out- 
ward voyage, she had taken seven to traverse. 

But though the vessel was favored to reach home in safety, such 
was not the case with all who had been employed in her navigation. 
On the 3d of August, the day after her arrival at Hopedale, the car- 
penter was seized with a fit, and in a few minutes breathed his last. 
This circumstance, together with a serious accident which befel the 
ship’s cook, and the indisposition of the captain and of several of the 
crew, which occurred about the same time, rendered the voyage 
along the coast more difficult than usual, and occasioned a degree of 
natural, though, as the event proved, needless anxiety, in the pros. 
pect of the homeward passage. 

The cargo brought home is nearly the same in amount as that of 
last year; but, owing to the prevailing depression of trade, will 
probably be of inferior value. There is, however, reason to hope, 
that the expenses of the ship’s outfit will be less considerable in 
1840, than they proved to be in the present year. 

Among the occurrences in the Labrador Mission, during the year 
past, the translation into eternal rest of one of its oldest and most 
approved servants deserves to be particularly noticed. On the Ist 
of May, it pleased the Lord to call home to himself, by means of an 
apoplectic stroke, Brother Samuel Starman, in the sixty-fourth year 
of his age, and the thirty-seventh of his Missionary service. By 
his removal, the congregation at Okkak, to which he had ministered 
for the long period of thirty-five years, has suffered a severe luss, as 
is evident from the affectionate tribute to his memory in the letter 
from that station. The widow of our late Brother, and her only 
child, have returned in the Harmony, in which Brother A. Freytag 
was also a passenger, having received permission to pay a visit to 
Germany. 

The reports from the several stations will be read with interest. 
On the whole, they are of an encouraging complexion, though sub- 
jects of concern and anxiety are not wanting. ‘The attempt of some 
of the settlers in the neighborhood of Nain to corrupt the morals of 
the Esquimaux, by the introduction of ardent spirits among them, 
cannot be regarded without disgust and reprobation ; and it will ex. 
cite no surprise, that our Missionaries have ad opted strong measures, 
for the purpose of warding off so great an evil from their simple- 
minded flock. May the Lord give his blessing to their faithful 
endeavors. 

The continued indifference of the northern heathen to the Gospel, 
and the desire manifested by some of their less barbarous but more 
degraded countrymen in the South to hear its glad tidings, can hardly 
fail to suggest topies both for reflection and prayer. Perhaps it may 
be the will of the Lord, who is wonderful in counsel and excellect in * 


— to exhibit the power of bis grace, first among the singers 
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of the South, (as at Hopedale in the year 1804,) and through their 
means, to awaken the slumbering spirits, and convert the proud 
hearts of the stubborn Northlanders. 

It is pleasing to observe, that the generous gifts of the Bible and 
Religious Tract Societies have called forth an expression of lively 
gratitude on the part of the Missionaries and their Esquimaux con- 
verts. The revised version of the Acts, the Epistles, and the Book 
of Revelations having been prepared, and a copy sent out for publi- 
cation, it may be confidently expected that, through the kind liberality 
of the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, a com- 
plete edition of the whole of the New Testament may be in circula- 
tion among the natives of Labrador before the close of the ensuing 
year. 


LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE BRETHREN’S SOCIETY FOR THE FURTHER- 
ANCE OF THE GOSPEL, FROM THE MISSIONARIES ON THE COAST OF 
LABRADOR, IN THE YEAR 1839. 

“ Hopedale, August 2d, 1839. 

“ Dear Breturen,—On the 2d instant, we had the joy to see the 
Harmony cast anchor in our bay, and to welcome, once again, our 
worthy captain and mate, and our dear fellow-servants, Brother and 
Sister Albrecht and Brother Vollprecht, in fellowship with whom, and 
with our whole Esquimaux congregation, we offered our fervent 
thanksgivings to the Lord for the merciful guidance and protection 
vouchsafed to the ship and all on board, during a somewhat tedious 
voyage. 

“ We have again to express our cordial thanks to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, for the great service rendered to our Esqui- 
maux flocks by the re-publication of the Four Gospels for their use, 
as also to the Religious Tract Society for the printing of ‘ Tne Sum. 
mary of Christian Doctrine,’ and several small Tracts in the language 
of this courtry. In the course of the year past, we have had severs ral 
pleasing proofs, that the Spirit of God explains and applies the pre- 
cious doctrines with which both young and old are thus rendered 
familiar. We have also gladly availed ourselves of the opportuni- 
ties afforded us of placing copies of the Book of Common Prayer, 
and of various Tracts, in the English language, in the hands of the 
Southlanders in our neighborhood, by whom they were received with 
many expressions of thankfulness. May the Lord bless the reading 
of these books to their hearts, and cause them to see the evil of many 
of those practices in which they are wont to indulge, and which are 
the means of leading astray the unwary and unstable members of our 
Esquimaux congregation. 

“On August 20th, last year, we had the pleasure to see Brother and 
Sister Knaus arrive here from Okkak, to assist in caring for the little 
flock of believers at this station. Both they and the other members 
of our Mission-family were favored, during the year past, to enjoy a 
pretty good state of health. We were particularly thankful for the 
recovery of our dear Brother Stock from the indisposition from which 
he was suffering at the date of our last letfer ; and earnestly implory 
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the Lord to continue to us his faithful services in this Mission for 
many years tocome. On January 28th, Brother and Sister Glitsch 
were rejoiced by the birth of a son, who, on the 30th, was baptized 
into the death of Jesus, by the name of Charles Augustus. 

“Tt was a great encouragement to us to receive visits from several 
families of Southland heathen, in the course of last winter, and thus 
to have an opportunity of proclaiming to them the salvation by Christ 
Jesus. We gludly complied with their wish to possess copies of the 
Word of God, accompanying our gifts with the earnest prayer that 
this Word might become spirit and life to their souls. We after- 
wards learned, that some of their number had even offered to pur- 
chase copies ‘rom our Esquimaux,—a circumstanee which gave us 
occasion to remind our people of the impropriety of making any 
profit of that which they had themselves freely received. Of the 
heathen who, from time to time, visited us, one young man, an orphan, 
expressed a wish to remain here, with which we readily complied. 
The spiritual state of our congregation generally was such as to 
cheer us in the performance of our appointed work ; more traces of 
the life of God in the soul were discernible among its members than 
for several previous years ; and several excluded persons, who mani- 
fested true repentance for their past deviations, were re-admitted to 
church-fellowship. Others, again, who, for a long season, had shown 
great indifference, expressed an earnest desire to enjoy the privileges 
of the house of God. 

“The schools were held in two divisions—the first was composed 
of the elder children, who learn to read, and commit to memory 
texts of Scripture and hymns, on the subject of which they are after. 
wards catechised. The second division consisted of more than forty 
of the younger children, among whom were several not quite four 
years old; al! these are taught to spell,and many of them are already 
learning the ‘Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, &c. The schools 
were extremcly well attended, particularly by the little ones, and 
their diligence afforded us great pleasure. 

“The cold weather commenced very early last autumn, the whole 
surface of the ground being covered with snow on September 8th. 
A severe winter followed, but the wind blew mostly from the land. 
side, and seldom rose to a storm, the season proved more pleasant 
than the corresponding one of the former year. Of snow, there was 
no great quantity. By the 27th of June the sea was so far cleared 
of ice, that a boat could pass into the West-Bay. The coast was, 
however, blockaded by drift ice till the beginning of the present 
month, and the atmosphere was heavily charged with vapors; the 
vegetables in our garden promise us, nevertheless, a good return. 
The past year was a favorable one for our Esquimaux. The blessing 
of God rested upon their endeavors to obtain the needful provision 
for their families,—a mercy for which they showed themselves truly 
thankful. 

“At the close of 1838, our congregation consisted of 183 mem. 
bers, (including children,) of whom 65 were communicants. 

“We have had much pleasure in preparing a quantity of timber 
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for the use of our Brethren at Hebron, as also the boards and shingles 
bespoken for the enlargement of the Mission-premises at Nain. 
“With the earnest prayer, that our Lord and Saviour may gra- 
ciously counsel and support you in the time to come, and with the 
request that you would remember us in your intercessions at the 
Throne of Grace, we remain your affectionate Brethren of the 
Mission-Conference at Hopedale. 
“J. P. Stock, G. F. Kwavs, 
Z. GLiTScH, C. T. Barsor.” 


FROM NAIN. 


“ August 23d, 1839. 

“Dear BretHren,—Our feelings of gratitude to the Lord, when 
reviewing the way by which he has led us, during the past year, were 
not a little strengthened by the perusal of your interesting letter of 
the 31st of May, which affurded us so many proofs of your continued 
brotherly affection, and your interest in the prosperity of this Mission. 
We beg to assure you, that it continues to be our earnest desire to 
devote spirit, soul, and body to that Saviour who has been pleased to 
cali us into his service, and faithfully to testify of His love, and to 
declare His great salvation, to the Esquimaux race. 

“The important services which have been again rendered to us 
by the British and Foreign Bible Suciety, and the Religious Tract 
Society, we gratefully acknowledge ; and as the Committee of the 
former of these institutions has generously offered to print a revised 
edition of the remaining portion of the New Testament, we are 
truly glad to have it in our power to send you, for this purpose, a 
carefully corrected copy of the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles, 
and the Book of Revelations. This manuscript we request you to 
present to the Committee of the Bible Society in our name, with the 
expression of our warmest thanks for the copies of the new edition 
of the Gospels which we have this year received. 

“ Although we have not been withuut encouraging proofs that the 
Lord has blessed our labors, for the spiritual well-being of the flock 
commnitted to our charge, we are constrained to acknowledge, and 
that with deep sorrow, that the god of this world has been evidently 
carrying on his work in the hearts of many, and has sought, by va. 
rious means, to obtain dominion over them. Much spiritual injury 
has been done to our people, and many painful occurrences have 
taken place among them, owing to their intercourse with the South- 
landers, during the past year. The attempts of the latter to intro- 
duce among them the use of ardent spirits, have, in some instances, 
been successful, as we found last autumn, to our great grief and dis- 
appointment. We have not failed, as you may suppose, to raise the 
vuice of warning and exhortation in reference to this new and mis- 
chievous device of the great enemy, for other visible means for its 
counteraction are not at ourcommand. The more fervently, how- 
ever, do we cry to the Lord, whose power we know to be equal to 
His mercy, that He would stem the progress of an evil which 
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threatens such serious consequences to the temporal as well as the 


. spiritual well-being of the poor Esquimaux. Among those of our 


people who had been brought into this hurtful contact with the 
Southlanders, were several, who had been tempted to indulge in the 
sins of the flesh, and works of darkness, and the consequence has 
been the exclusion from fellowship of two families, consisting of ten 
persons, and their removal to the South. We can do no other than 
earnestly commend these wandering sheep to the mercy and faith. 
fulness of the Good Shepherd, imploring Him to convince them of 
the error of their ways, and bring them back again to His fold. At 
the same time we would entreat Him to endue us with grace and 
strength, that we may be enabled to bear this season of trial, 
and not be weary of exhorting the souls committed to our charge, 
and instructing them in the things which belong unto their peace. 

“ The various services at church were diligently attended, as were 
also the schools; and we trust and believe, that the Lord has laid 
His blessing upon our feeble endeavors for the training of the young, 
and the building up of those of riper age in their most holy faith. 
The festival and prayer-days, and the monthly celebrations of the 
Lord’s Supper, were seasons of real refreshment from the presence 
of the Lord. In speaking with the different classes of the congre- 
gation, especially with the communicants, we have often been en- 
couraged by the evidences afforded us of a work of the Holy Spirit 
on the hearts of our people, of many of whom we can believe, that 
they have experienced the Word of the Cross to be the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God. 

“ During the past year, 14 children were born and baptized, three 
persons received into the congregation, two admitted to the Holy 
Communion: three couples were married, two adults and five child. 
ren departed this life. The congregation consists, at present, of 
296 persons, of whom 106 are communicants, 40 baptized adults, 
and 141 children. 

“The past year was, on the whole, a healthy one. The Esqui- 
maux were favored with tolerable success in the seal-hunt, and most 
of them had a sufficiency of provisions up to the time of their leaving 
us for the out-places. 

“The Harmony reached this place on the 20th of August, having 
on board Brother and Sister Albrecht, called to the service of this 
congregation, and Brother and Sister Knaus, and Brother Vollprecht, 
who are on their passage to Okkak and Hebron. Brother and Sister 
Beck, who are appointed to Hopedale, intend shortly to set out for 
that settlement in our Mission-boat. 

“ With the expression of our cordial thanks to the members of 
your Society for the abundant provision which you have again made 
for the supply of our wants, and the request that you would continue 
to remember us and our Esquimaux flock in your prayers, we re- 
main ever your affectionate Brethren, 

“ Joun LuNBERG, J. C. Beck, 
F. C. Fritscus, C. D. SepEnscuLo.” 
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VII. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


1. South Africa.—Extract of a letter from Brother Hallveck, 
dated Genadendal, May 31, 1839. Shortly after my last letter, the 
disease (the measles) became so general, that there were scarcely 
persons enough who continued well to take proper care of the sick. 
About the end of April'I visited all the houses and huts, and found 
that besides many who had had the disease elsewhere, and had re- 
covered, 1250 persons had been taken down with it in our village in 
the space of about one month, among whom were all the scholars 
in the school of assistants, all our domestics except two; all the 
children of the European Brethren and Sisters. Since the year 
1807, the disease had not been in the country. In all, 53 persons 
belonging here, and 10 strangers, died with us. For weeks there 
were daily one or two funerals, and these occurrences made a deep 
and solemn impression upon the minds. All our schools were closed 
for several weeks, for the almost total want of scholars. On 2d 
Pentecost all our scholars celebrated a joyful day of thanksgiving 
with a love-feast. 

At Elim and Groenekloof too, all were sick with the measles ; at 
the former place there were but 3 deaths; at the latter, 12 or 13. 
The horse distemper had abated, the Hottentots in Genadendal had 
lost 480 of these animals. 

The accounts from the new Mission in the Zitzikamma, are en- 
couraging ; the number of inhabitants was increasing ; the passion 
week had been a season of blessings. On Palm-Sunday, our brethren 
there had about 300 of the Fingoe and kindred tribes, besides a 
number of whites as hearers. The Sunday school numbers 80 
scholars ; a Fingoe captain who has learnt the letters, takes pleasure 
in assisting Brother Kister in the instruction of the children. 


Extract of a letter from Brother Teutsch, dated Elim, April 15, 1839. 


The iaternal course of our congregation is, on the whole en- 
couraging, and if out-breakings of sin uccur from time to time, the 
spirit of the congregation discountenances them. Since New Year 
the number of inhabitants has increased by 100, mostly emancipated 
slaves; many new houses are being built, and new streets are laid 
out. The Sunday school established in the course of this year, in 
which those who have left the ordinary school, continue to improve 
themselves, and adults have an opportunity of acquiring some useful 
knowledge, has excited throughout the congregation an eager desire 
to learn, and is numerously attended. The difficulties of the times 
have evidently had a beneficial influence upon many. The Lord de- 
signs by privations and want to draw us to himself, and direct our 
attention to the one thing needful. On the 15th of May, Brother and 
Sister Teutsch left Elim, and arrived with Brother and Sister Chris- 
tensen at Groenekloof, whither they are appointed. 

The neighborhood of Shiloh, (Brother Genth writes under date of 
May 8th,) had after a long drought been refreshed by rains, and the 
Klipplaat had again began to flow. ‘The essel with which Brother 
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Theodore Kister had come passenger, had landed June 27th, at the 


- Cape of Good Hope. On the 8th of July he arrived at Genadendal, 


and entered as teacher in the school for assistants. 


Brother and Sister Nauhaus, with the single Sisters Rudolph and 
Lesser, had reached Kocksbosch in the Zitzikamma, after a tedious 
journey, and the Sisters just named, continued their journey in com. 
pany of Brother and Sister Halter to Enon. The 21st of May was 
a day of rejoicing for this congregation, which has so long suffered 
from an all-consuming drought, since on that day the Witte river, 
which had been dry for 2 years, began to run again, in consequence 
of continued rains. The poor Hottentots may now again sow their 
fertile fields, and with the Lurd’s blessing, hope once more to reap. 
Painful on the other hand was the intelligence, that it has pleased 
the Lord to call to himself, the married Brother, Adam Halter, who 
died August 3d, in consequence of apoplectic attacks, at the age of 
54 years. 


2. South America.—August 23d, Brother and Sister Passavant 
arrived at Amsterdam, and a few days after at Zeist, after a pros- 
perous passage. Brother Passavant’s health had evidently improved ; 
only he was yet prevented from walking, by a bruise received by a 
fallon the cabin stairs. Brother Stanke arrived at Paramaribo after 
a favorable passage of six weeks. August 17th, the married Brother, 
Joh: H. Voigt, was calied away by the Lord, in the midst of his 
activity, at the age of 49 years. For the last years he was stationed 
at Charlottenburg, whence he had gone to the city a few weeks 
before his death, for the sake of better medical aid in his violent 
attacks of fever. The single Brother, F. W. Thasler, from Gnad- 
enfrey, has been called to the service of the Mission in Surinam. 


3. Greenland.—Extract of a letter from the Missionaries at New. 
Herrnhut, dated July 5th. We have hada very hard winter. During 
the whole course of it our Greenlanders suffered in a way which could 
not Lut excite deep sympathy, with a malignant whooping-cough, in 
consequence of which, 14 children, besides some older persons, died. 
The children of the Missionaries also suffered with it. Upon the 
Greenlaaders these trials made a deep impression. Many of them 
testified that they had abundantly merited such a chastisement of 
the Lord; this they evinced particularly at the death of their 
children in an edifying manner, and on the whole, a salutary frame 
of mind prevailed in our whole congregation. The arrangement 
which we succeeded last autumn in making, to have the apartment 
for the school warmed in severe weather, proved especially season- 
able, on account of the sickly children who would otherwise not 
have been able to attend the school, whereas now they have come 
regularly, when the weather was not too unfavorable, and have been 
diligent in learning. The Greenlanders had been successful in pro- 
curing provisions, and suffered no want.” 


The intelligence from Lichtenfels, which reaches as far as August 
24th, is very similar to that from New-Herrnhut. The congregation 
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there also suffered in the winter from an almost universal whooping- 
cough, accompanied frequently by inflammation of the chest, and 
from December 8th, to January 13th, 3 adults and 15 children of 
our Greenlanders, and the youngest child of our Brother and Sister 
Tietzen died of this disease. Yet the meetings were numerously 
attended by all who were not too weak, since in their trials the 
comforts of the Gospel served greatly to their encouragement and 
support, and the frequent cases of death, directed their eyes to the 
things which are above. ‘Those living out of the settlement, came 
in numbers to the celebration of Christmas, -and on this festival, as 
also on Easter, many were visibly affected. In externals, the Green- 
landers suffered no want; only during the sickness, their oil for their 
lamps ran out, and we were under the necessity of aiding them 
from our stores. The winter was mild but snowy, and the spring 
was backward. 

At Lichtenau, the congregation has been preserved from con- 
tagious disorders. 


4. Labrador.—The Harmony which came to anchor in London 
on the 20th of October, brought the intelligence of the unexpected 
and sudden death of Brother Samuel Starman at Okkak, on the 1st 
of May, at the age of 68 years. He had suffered for several years 
from apoplectic attacks. ‘The widowed Sister Starman, with her 
child, and the single Brother, Traugott August Freytag, came to 
Europe with this vessel, which on the other hand had conveyed 
Brother and Sister Albrecht, and the single Brother Vollprecht to 
Labrador. The voyage out of the Harmony was long, on account 
of contrary winds and the quantity of floating ice; the return 
voyage was rapid, but stormy. ‘The wioter in Labrador was not 
severe, and the Esquimaux had been tolerably successful in the 
chase, so that they were every where preserved from serious want, 
and the meetings and schools were kept up without interruption. 
The internal course of the congregation was, on the whole, en. 
couraging to the Missionaries, although the traders continued to 
exercise an unfavorable influence upon the inhabitants of Nain. 

At Hebron, the meetings were several times attended by Esqui- 
maux from the north, who seem to have retained a favorable im. 
pression of what they heard. Although they do not yet manifest a 
serious desire after conversion, we may yet hope, that the word 
preached to them will not return altogether void. From the British 
and Foreign Bible Society we received as a valuable present for the 
Mission in Labrador, a translation of the Summary of Christian 
Doctrine, and other smal] Tracts, 
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